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Letter from the President

Religious Literacy 
When liberals and conservatives in our churches square off against each other today, both try 
to claim those less than 40 years of age as allies. Not a good idea, because those arguing with 
each other in our church circles today have more in common with each other than they have 
with today’s youth.  

That might seem surprising, but it’s correct. I believe that we haven’t recognized enough that 
a certain shared experience of church has been breaking down, at least in most Christian 
churches. Today’s young people, to a large extent, have had a fundamentally different experience 
of church than was had by those of us who are now more than 45 years of age. There are some 
good things about this; they haven’t got our hang-ups and neuroses, but there’s a less positive 
underside, a certain “religious literacy” is breaking down. What’s meant by that?  Recently a 
mother of four young adults shared with me her assessment of her own children’s religiosity. 
She’s a dedicated, church-going Catholic, fully complemented in this by her husband, and yet, 
at least up to now, she has been unable to impress into her children her cherished sense of God 
and church. Her children, while not particularly negative towards religion, are lackadaisical. 
For them, religion and church are issues that need to be dealt with in some indefinite future, 
but for now, other things (relationships, friends, plans) mostly blot this out. She ended her 
assessment with these words: “What bothers me most is that they seem to have missed out on 
something our generation had;  namely, a certain religious literacy. They’re wonderful kids, but 
they aren’t religiously literate in the old sense.” 

“They aren’t religiously literate in the old sense.” What this woman means, I suspect, is not so 
much that her kids don’t know the basics of the faith (although certainly that isn’t their strong 
point), but rather that a certain shared religious language and conversation hasn’t permeated 
their consciousness as it did her own when she was their age. For her generation, God and 
church weren’t something you learned; they were something you breathed in so that you 
became part of something and bore its birthmark.  Partly this was an intangible, an inexplicable 
sense of something, a certain badge of mutual recognition, which cradle Christians had but 
couldn’t explain (paralleled, I suspect, within Judaism). Partly, though, it was something 
tangible, a common experience that brought you inside a well-defined circle of conversation, 
understanding, language and humor. A Catholic friend occasionally tries to explain this by 
using the analogy of a joke. When someone tells a joke, you either get it or you don’t. For 
example, most of us who were raised Catholic in the previous generation, like the woman I just 
quoted, “got it.” We “got” what it means to be Catholic. It didn’t always come to us pure, we 
didn’t always agree with it, we didn’t always like it, and we didn’t always live it out; but we “got 
it,” and we could share it with each other, at least with those others who also “got it,” because 
we were all inside of a common something in a way that our kids no longer are. Conservative 
church-goers and liberal church-goers today  who are more than 50 years of age may not like 
each other or agree on a lot of things, but they have this immense thing in common: they both 
“got it.” They both bear the same birthmark. They’re both part of a common religious literary 
circle. 

No doubt, as already suggested, the same thing holds true within many Jewish synagogues: 
a common literacy that they once had is breaking down. Today’s youth, for all their other 
strengths, do not for the most part have this. Most of them are no longer religiously literate 
in the old sense. They never “got it” in that they bear no religious birthmark. Moreover, this 
is something that is not simply remedied by catechetical and theological instruction. I know 
students in various traditions who have graduate degrees in theology but have never quite “got 
it,” at least in the sense we are speaking about here. They still lack a particular literacy within 
their own tradition. Why? Because this kind of literacy is something you learn in Sunday 
school, not graduate school. It’s something you absorb through your skin and your culture. 
It starts with your mother as she cradles you and begins to speak to you of God, and then 
extends through countless hours of Sunday masses, Sunday school, Sunday services, family 
prayer, rosaries, catechism lessons, bible memorization, bible camps, table talk and all those 
other religious events and conversations that together conspire to eventually bring you inside 
one family that has a common heart, a common language – and even a common sense of humor.
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Pastors and academic leaders in black church studies, 
African American studies, black theology and related 
disciplines celebrated the fifth anniversary of the Sankofa 
Institute for African American Pastoral Leadership 
September 27-29.

They also discussed building a network of collaboration 
within these disciplines and institutions. OST launched 
the Sankofa Institute in the fall of 2013 under the direction 
of Sister Addie Lorraine Walker, SSND, PhD, to address 
a need for graduate-level training for pastoral ministry 
among African Americans. Students may pursue the 
Doctor of Ministry or any of OST’s variety of master’s 
degrees with a concentration in African American studies. 
The celebration began Thursday night, Sept. 27, with 
an invitation-only dinner and book launch expressing 
gratitude to the OST faculty, staff and administration “for 
providing the environment for this work of God to grow,” 
Dr. Walker said. “It’s still in kind of a nascent state; however, 
it’s taken root, and the concept is growing. Other places 

Sankofa Celebrates 5th 
Anniversary at OST

Featured Article

around the country are trying to do this, but they’re finding 
it difficult, because what we’re doing is extraordinary,” 
she added. The book launch was for "Looking Back, 
Moving Forward: Wisdom from the Sankofa Institute for 
African American Pastoral Leadership", a collection of 
outstanding lectures hosted by Sankofa during the past 
five years. Members of the Sankofa Council of Elders who 
contributed to the book signed copies for the purchasers. 
Proceeds from sales of the book will go to the Sankofa 
Scholarship Fund. Friday, September 28, brought heads of 
black church studies, Africana studies and black theology 
projects from different universities around the country, 
including Princeton Theological Seminary, the University 
of Chicago, Union Theological Seminary, San Francisco 
Theological Seminary, Vanderbilt Divinity School and 
others for a symposium.
  
Invited participants delivered statements on the current 
state of black church studies, Africana studies and African-
American Christian studies. The Rev. Dr. J. Alfred Smith, 
the original chairman of the Sankofa Institute’s Council 
of Elders, reflected on the institute’s first five years. He 
also invited his audience to look at how to ensure that the 
overall education in these disciplines at OST and elsewhere 
prepares students to transform churches, neighborhoods, 
cities, and the entire world. 

On Saturday, Sept. 29, Dr. Peter Paris, who recently retired 
as the Elmer G. Homrighausen Professor of Social Ethics 
at Princeton Theological Seminary, gave a public lecture 
titled “From Vision to Action: The Social Teaching of the 
Black Churches” on the present state and future direction 
of Black Church studies. The Rev. Dr. Dwight Webster, the 
Rev. Dr. Yvonne Delk, the Rev. Dr. Freddy Haynes and 
the Rev. Dr. Cheryl Sanders gave responses to Dr. Paris’ 
address based on their experiences and local contexts.
 
Artwork by the late Rev. Dr. James Noel reflecting the 
“Looking Back, Moving Forward” theme was displayed. 
Dr. Noel, a member of Sankofa’s Council of Elders, died in 
2016. His widow represented him at the celebration.
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Shane Claiborne, 42, addressed an estimated 300 people 
June 19 in three lectures at Oblate School of Theology’s 2018 
Summer Institute at OST’s Whitley Theological Center. The 
Institute’s theme was “Downward Mobility.” 

 “For me, the language of downward mobility has captured 
the heart of the gospel,” he said. He gravitated to Mother 
Teresa (now St. Teresa of Calcutta) because he “wanted to 
see what real Christianity looked like,” and most heroic 
Christians he knew about were from past centuries.  She 
taught him the centrality of prayer in ministry to the poor 
and provided a lesson in selflessness with her deformed 
feet. A sister explained to Claiborne that Mother Teresa 
invariably chose the worst pair of donated shoes she could 
find for herself so that others could wear better ones. 

“I remembered all the verses I’d learned about loving our 
neighbor as ourselves and honoring the needs of others above 
our own, but I’d never seen it fleshed out with such a concrete, 
beautiful, simple, innocent love,” Claiborne commented. 
Launching The Simple Way in Philadelphia in 1995, Claiborne 
and his collaborators read Mother Teresa’s book The Simple 
Path. They shared food with the homeless. They challenged 
city ordinances forbidding panhandling, sleeping in public 
places and sharing food in downtown parks. They sponsored 
an outdoor event and served communion to the homeless. In 
his second address, Claiborne noted that “Christians are 
meant to be the incarnation of the body of Christ in the 
world. Philadelphia has many abandoned factories, homes 
and churches because people left the neighborhoods as 
the jobs left,” he explained. “Three thousand Philadelphia 
families are waiting for affordable housing, and the city has 
20,000 abandoned houses.” 

He characterized the area as “prime territory for the kingdom 
of God to surface,” adding, “Our neighborhood is poised for 
a resurrection. We’re a resurrection people, and we have 
an open canvas to create resurrection spaces.” Claiborne 
launched The Simple Way after a group of homeless families 
moved into an abandoned Catholic church. The Archdiocese 
of Philadelphia sent an eviction notice. Claiborne called a 

news conference and said, “We mean no disrespect, but we 
have no place else to go. We’ve talked to the Real Owner 
of this building, and He said we could stay until we find 
another place to live.” The audience laughed.  

In 1998, members bought a cluster of houses. Residents 
built a community in which people help each other, 
celebrate together, worship together and watch out for 
each other. When a fire displaced 100 families, neighbors 
opened their homes to them. The neighborhood was 
rebuilt and named Phoenix Park since it rose from the 
ashes. It is decorated with religious art that caused one 
resident to comment, “It feels as if God is watching over 
our community.” 

 In his third lecture, Claiborne said that being a Christian 
means having new eyes to see people differently and see 
the world differently; we see people of immeasurable value 
because every single person is made in the image of God, 
he commented.

OST Summer Institute 
with Shane Claiborne

Featured Article
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Faculty News

—
Bonnie  Abadie  has  been  invited  to  be  a  regular  
columnist  for  Liguorian  magazine  and    already  has  
submitted  10  articles,  the  first  to  be  published  in  the  
magazine’s  January issue.  

Father  John  Markey,  OP,  has  published  two  books,  
Christ  and  the  Spirit:  Catholic    Perspectives  through  the  Ages  
(Anselm  Academic,  2018)  and  Making  Sense  of  Mystery:    
A  Primer  on  Theological  Thinking,  (Anselm  Academic,  
2018). Dr.  Greg  Zuschlag  and    PhD  candidate  J.  August  
Higgins  made  contributions  to  Christ  and  the  Spirit.  

Fr.  Ron  Rolheiser,  OMI,  gave  a  retreat  July  6-7  at  
Christ  the  King  Retreat  Center  in  Buffalo, Minn.  He  
gave  a  retreat  July  9-12  and  a  workshop  on  religious  
life  July  12-15,    both  at  Queen’s  House  Retreat  and  
Renewal  Center  is  Saskatoon,  Sask.,  Canada.      He  
gave  a  workshop  Aug.  11  for  the  Archdiocese  of  San  
Francisco  with  a  talk  on  “The  Eucharist:  Our  One  Great  
Act  of  Fidelity”  at  St.  Agnes  Parish  in  San  Francisco  
and  a  talk  on  “A  Spirituality  of  the  Eucharist”  at  St.  
Pius  Parish  in  Redwood  City.  He  addressed  religious  of  
the  Archdiocese  of  San  Francisco  Aug.  12  and  gave  a  
retreat  to  the  Community  of  Jesus Sept. 22  at  Paraclete  
House  in  Orleans,  Ma.  He  began  a  fall  lecture  series,  
“From  Will  Power  to  Grace:  Overcoming  Addiction,  
Obsession  and  Resentment. ” on three consecutive  
Wednesdays, Sept. 26-Oct.  3  and  10, at Oblate  School  of  
Theology,  and  was  keynote  speaker  at  a  meeting  of  
the  Association  of    Treasurers  of  Religious  Institutions  
Sept.  28-29.    

Fr.  Wayne  Cavalier,  OP,  was  an  elected  delegate  in  the  
9th  Provincial  Chapter  of  the    Dominican  Friars  of  the  
Southern  Province.  With  Lisett  Farias,  he  completed  
a  major    revision  of  the  curriculum  for  the  Basic  
and  Advanced  Programs  of  Formation  for  Parish    
Catechetical  Leaders  and  Youth  Ministry  Leaders  for  
the  Diocese  of  Galveston-Houston.  He  also  completed  
the  Comprehensive  Pastoral  Planning  process  for  the  
Hispanic    Ministry  Office  of  the  Diocese  of  Grand  

Rapids  and  the  pastoral  planning  process  for  the  Diocese  
of  Salt  Lake  City.  Fr.  Cavalier  has  submitted  a  chapter  
for  a  forthcoming  book    on  the  contribution  of  practical  
theology  to  ministry  formation.    

Fr.  Bob  Wright  OMI,  presented  “Shifting  Ethnic  Relations  
and  Hispanic    Perceptions  in  the  Native  American  
Homeland  of  La  Junta  de  los  Rios”  October  17-20      at  
the  2018  Conference  of  the  Western  History  Association,  
“Reimagining  Race  and    Ethnicity  in  the  West”  in  San  
Antonio.

Student News

—
Celebrating Vocations:

Brother  Vincent  Fernandez  Adaikalasamy,  OMI,  
Brother  Robby  Banda,  OMI,  Brother Cosmas  Kithinji  
Kubai,  OMI,  and  Brother  Eleasar  Manuel-Lopez,  OMI,  
professed  their  perpetual  vows  as  Missionary  Oblates  of  
Mary  Immaculate  Sept.  1  in  the  Immaculate  Conception  
Chapel.  

Kelly  Denise  Biddle,  OP,  professed  her  perpetual  vows  as  
a  Dominican  Sister  of  Houston  Sept.  9  in  the  Dominican  
Sisters'  Meeting  Room  in  Houston.

Staff News

—
Seven  new  employees  have  joined  the  OST  Staff. 

Victoria  Carreon  is  hospitality  coordinator  at  the  Oblate  
Renewal  Center;  Ray  Diaz  has  joined  the  Maintenance  
Department;  Fran  Gonzalez  is  a  clerk  in  the  Donald  
E.  O’Shaughnessy  Library;  Rosena  Gonzales  is now the  
accounts  payable  clerk  in  the  Finance  Department;  Gavin  
Harrison  is  an  assistant  in  the  IT  Department; Beth  Pocta  
is  hospitality  coordinator  at  the  Whitley  Theological  
Center;  and  Maggie  Stewart  is  now the accounts  receivable  
clerk  in  the  Finance  Department. 

COMMUNITY NEWS
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Raskob Grant makes hybrid EDE possible

—
A generous grant from the Raskob Foundation for Catholic Activities makes it possible to expand the Espiritualidad y 
Dirreción Espiritual (EDE) program. The two-year certificate program for Spanish-speaking Catholics, taught in their native 
tongue, forms and provides the necessary skills to people called to the ministry of spiritual direction.  The program was 
developed in response to the limited availability of spiritual direction training programs taught in Spanish in San Antonio 
and surrounding areas. The ultimate goal of the program is to make the online/on-site EDE available to any diocese that 
wishes to offer the opportunity for quality formation and education in spiritual direction in Spanish. Currently, it is offered 
only on-site, but the Raskob grant will enable OST to offer it online for the first year and on-site both at satellite locations and 
at OST for the second year. The Raskob grant will allow Hispanic men and women throughout Texas and the southwestern 
United States, particularly in mission dioceses, the opportunity to be educated and formed in the ministry of spiritual 
direction so they may help others in their parishes on their faith journeys. The first phase of the project to develop an 
online-on-site hybrid of the EDE program involves research, web-based program development and recruitment of dioceses to 
participate in the online/on-site EDE program. The second phase, for years two and three, is to implement the program. OST 
is required to secure matching funds to qualify for a second Raskob Foundation grant to complete the project.

New Digital Displays dot Campus

—
Five  new  flat-screen  television  sets  were  installed  on  
the  OST  campus  this  summer,  giving  community  
members  one  more  convenient  way  to  keep  up  with  
campus  events. They  were  mounted  in  the  Benson  
Theological  Center  lobby,  the  atrium  of  the  Donald  E.  
O’Shaughnessy  Library,  the  lobby  of  the  Oblate  Renewal  
Center  and  both  the  main  entry  hall  and  student  
lounge  of  the  Whitley  Theological  Center  early  this  
summer.  Digital  signage  currently  displays  information  
for  various  upcoming  events  and  can  be  updated  as  
necessary.  The  web  address (www.ost.edu/events) for  
the  OST  Online  Events  Calendar  is  provided  on  event  
slides  so  that  readers  may  seek  more  information  and  
register.  The  Dean's  office,  the  Oblate  Renewal  Center  
and  the  Whitley  Theological  Center  will  be  able  to  
update  information  pertaining  to  them  as  well.    

Liberation and the Bible: 50 years after

—
Dr. Fernando Segovia, Professor of New Testament and 
Early Christianity at Vanderbilt University, delivered Oblate 
School of Theology’s 2018 Escobedo Lecture in Spanish, titled 
“La Liberación y la Biblia: 50 Años Despues”  (Liberation and 
the Bible: 50 Years After,” Oct. 11 at the Whitley Theological 
Center. Dr. Segovia’s theological interests include non-
Western Christian theologies, especially from Latin America 
and the Caribbean, and minority Christian theologies in 
the West, especially those of U.S. Hispanic Americans.  This 
lecture was made possible through the generosity of Ruben 
M. and Verónica Salazar Escobedo.
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Faculty Photos on Display

— 

Oblate School of Theology honors nine of its retired 
faculty members with the title Emeritus or Emerita.  
Their pictures have been framed and are to be hung in 
the student lounge in the Whitley Theological Center.

In order of their beginning as faculty members, the 
honorees are Father Francis J. (Frank) Montalbano, OMI, 
who taught Sacred Scripture from 1950-79 and was OST’s 
librarian; Father Johannes A. (Jan) Heemrood, OMI, who 
taught Sacred Scripture from 1970-2009; Father Fred D. 
Sackett, OMI, who taught Canon Law from 1972-2003; 
Father John Makothakat, HOMI, who taught Systematic 
Theology from 1989-2008 and was declared an Honorary 
Oblate of Mary Immaculate in May 2013; Monsignor José 

A. Lopez, who taught pastoral studies from 1991-2011; 
Dr. Ronald Quillo, who taught Systematic Theology 
from 1992-2012; Father Stephen K. Sherwood, CMF, 
who taught Sacred Scripture from 1992-2018; Mrs. 
Sally Gomez-Jung, who taught pastoral studies from 
1993-2017; and Sister Sarah A. Sharkey, OP, who 
taught Sacred Scripture from 1995-2014 and was 
the first holder of the School’s Montalbano Chair of 
Sacred Scripture.

 Fr. Sackett died in 2005, Msgr. Lopez in 2011, 
and Fr. Heemrood in 2013.

A More Diverse Student Body

—
Oblate School of Theology has 44 new students this 
semester, including 25 seminarians. Most of the 
seminarians are in the Master of Divinity program, 
while two are in the Master of Arts in Pastoral Ministry 
program.  Four newcomers are PhD students, including 
two religious sisters and two lay men. 

“We have students from India, Vietnam, Bangladesh, 
Lesotho,” said Dr. Scott Woodward, Vice President for 
Academic Affairs and Dean. “We have two students  
from Lesotho, which is a first. We also have a Sri Lankan 
layman in the PhD program. He knows the Oblates 
there, and that’s how he got here. The Oblates are very 
prominent in the Church in Sri Lanka,” he added. 

Total enrollment this fall is 167 for master’s and 
doctoral programs, and 139 in the certificate programs. 
The degree programs include 17 seeking the PhD in 
Spirituality, 36 working for the Doctor of Ministry, 
75 for the Master of Divinity and the Certificate of 
Advanced Studies for Pastoral Ministry, seven for the 
Master of Arts (Theology), eight for the dual Master 
of Arts (Theology) and Master of Divinity, 23 for the 
Master of Arts (Spirituality). 18 for the Master of Arts in 
Pastoral Ministry. The student body includes students 
from five African nations (Botswana, Lesotho, 

Kenya, Uganda and Zambia); six Caribbean and Latino 
nations (Colombia, Dominica, Dominican Republic, 
Haiti, Mexico and Trinidad and Tobago); three 
European nations (Germany, Ireland and Ukraine); and 
five Asian nations (India, Philippines, South Korea, Sri 
Lanka and Vietnam; as well as from diverse places in 
the United States. 

Religious formation communities represented include 
Capuchin Franciscans, Conventual Franciscans 
and OFM Franciscans, Missionary Oblates of 
Mary Immaculate, Missionaries of the Holy Spirit, 
Redemptorists and Trinitarians. OST also has 
seminarians from the Archdioceses of San Antonio and 
Omaha, and the dioceses of Corpus Christi, El Paso, 
Fort Worth, Laredo, Little Rock, Monterey, Omaha and 
San Bernardino.

"OST IS GROWING IN 
DIVERSITY... 44 NEW 
STUDENTS FROM ALL OVER 
THE WORLD JOIN US ON OUR 
CAMPUS THIS SEMESTER."
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Jodi Hunt an affiliate assistant professor of ministry at 
the University of Dallas, said her studies at Oblate School 
of Theology (OST) guided her in finding her place in the 
Catholic Church. A native of Forney, just east of Dallas, 
Hunt entered OST in 2005 and worked on her degree 
while teaching at Antonian College Preparatory School 
for six years. In 2011, she was accepted into the PhD 
program at Fordham University in religious education. 

She worked as a graduate assistant and taught at Fordham 
Prep, an all-boys Jesuit school, and then was hired at 
Fordham’s graduate school as events director and later 
as admissions administrator/counselor. She earned her 
PhD in Religious Education in 2017. “When I first came 
to OST, the atmosphere opened my eyes to a side of the 
Church I’d never been exposed to before,” she explained. 
“I’m a cradle Catholic, but my experience with priests 
had been limited to Mass and the sacraments.” She found 
seminarians and faculty at OST helpful and supportive. 
Often, they would tell her that they were happy to see 
a woman pursue a graduate degree program since the 
Church needed more lay ecclesial ministers. 

"Having studied in a seminary setting 
at Oblate helped me better understand 
seminarians and what they desired of 
education... There was a level of respect 
because I had studied in a seminary. 
People in various places would say, 
‘You’re a lay ecclesial minister, and 
you’ve been formed the way priests 
have been formed."

Alumni Spotlight

Jodi Hunt
MA(Theology)’10

“I never felt like they were outcasting women or treating us 
like we weren’t supposed to be there,” she commented. “I 
always felt welcome and encouraged in my studies.” Hunt 
said she was struck by the expertise of faculty members, 
and credits Dr. Ron Quillo with bringing many things into 
perspective for her – not simply how to study theology, but 
how to practice it in conversations. “After being affiliated 
with other universities, I’ve realized that OST gave me a 
really outstanding, high-quality education.”  She added 
that it was spiritually fulfilling to open different books 
and get to know God through academic study since she 
had not attended Catholic schools before. She added that 
few Catholic women get an opportunity to sit in seminary 
classes and hear how seminarians are formed for priestly 
ministry as she did. Hunt’s experience at OST gave her the 
tools to help both international and American priests in 
her work at Fordham University. 

“Having studied in a seminary setting at Oblate helped 
me better understand seminarians and what they desired 
of education. It gave me the language to speak to them, 
because I understood what they had done in their 
seminaries and how those seminaries were structured,” 
she commented.
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Eleven  inmates  at  the  Texas  Department  of  Criminal  
Justice’s  Dolph  Briscoe  Unit in  Dilley  graduated  and  
earned  Certificates  of  Pastoral Formation August  19  from  
Oblate    School  of  Theology’s  Instituto de Formación 
Pastoral/Pastoral Formation Institute (IFP/PFI). 

They  are  the  second  cohort  to  finish  the  two-year  
program,  the  only  Catholic faith formation  program  in  
the  Texas  prison  system. Receiving the certificate  during  
a  liturgy  that  also  included  baptism, reception into full  
communion  and  confirmation  for  some  were  Ronald  
Acon,  Paul Aguilar,  Adam  Aguyo,  Santos  Armijo,  Joe  
Cruz,  Mark  Garza,  Joshua  Mayes,  Eduardo Navarette,  
Victor Emeka Nnabue,  Mitchell  Soliz  and  Benjamin  Zibres. 
Dr.  Scott Woodward,  Vice  President for  Academic  Affairs  
and  Dean,  said  nearly 30  inmates  have  graduated  from  
the program  and  are  certified  to  lead  prayer  and  Bible  
studies  and  to  assist  in  Catholic  ministries,  including  
the  Rite  of  Christian  Initiation  of Adults  (RCIA). 

The  real purpose  of  the  program,  Dr.  Woodward  said,  
is  to  prepare  the  inmates  for  re-entry  into  society.  
Each  candidate  must  be  within  five  years  of  release  
to  apply  for  the    program.  “This  is  an  effort  to    give  
them  tools  to  work  with  when  they  get  out  and  join  
a  community.  Inside  the  prison,  they  function  as  if  
this  were  their  own  parish,”  he    explained.  “It’s  a  way  
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of  strengthening  the  community  inside  the  prison  and  
giving  the  men a  sense  of  self-worth  when  they  come  out.  
After  commencement,  they’ll  come  up  for a picture,  and  
the  first  question  they  ask  is,  ‘Can  I  hold my  certificate?' 
It’s  the  first thing they’ve  ever  finished.  It’s  a  really  big  
deal  for  these  guys,”  he  explained. 

Dr.  Woodward  said  OST  officials  see  this  program  as  a  way  
of  continuing  the mission  of  St.  Eugene de  Mazenod,  the  
founder  of  the  Missionary  Oblates  of  Mary    Immaculate.  
“His  first  mission  was  to  prisoners,  and  few  people  
are  more  abandoned  than prisoners.  We’re  continuing  the  
work  he  started  by  working  with  these  people  inside  
the    Texas  prison  system,”  he  emphasized. “It’s  the  most  
Oblate  thing  we  do  at  OST.  There  is  nothing  more  Oblate  
than    going  into  prisons  to  work  with  these  men  in  
white,”  he  commented.  Deacon  Harry  Flavin,  director  of  
OST’s  ministry  program  at  the  Briscoe  Unit, called  the  
IFP/PFI  program  “incredible,”  noting,  “The  change  in  
the  guys  through  this  program  is  very  real.  When  they  
know  that  you  care  and  you’re  there  for  them,  it  builds  
an  incredible  bond.”  

He  recalled  that  the  first  time  he  introduced the program  
to  a  group  of  inmates,  they  asked  why  he  was  there.  “I  
had  an  inspiration  from  the  Holy  Spirit  and  said,  ‘We’re 
here  because  you’re  made  in  the  image  and  likeness  of  
God;  God  loves  you,  and  we  love  you.’  They  really  sat  
up  in  their  chairs.  They  love  the  program  and  wish  they  
could  have  it  five  days  a  week  instead  of  one,”  Deacon  
Flavin  said. 

Bishop  Michael  Pfeifer,  OMI,  Bishop  Emeritus  of  San  
Angelo,  who  presided at the  liturgy,  said  he  baptized  four  
inmates,  received  three  others  into  full  communion    with  
the  Catholic  Church  and  confirmed  16  during  the  liturgy.  
“It’s  marvelous,”  he  commented,  adding,  “I  had  50  prisons  
in  the  Diocese  of  San  Angelo.  I  wish I’d  had  something  
like  this  there.  Many  inmates  have  good  qualities; they’ve 
struggled with  faith  but  are  willing  to  make  a  new  
start  in  their  lives. In this program, they become missionary 
disciples  to others within  the  (prison)  institution,  helping 
them rediscover their faith  and  a  relationship  with  Christ,  
our  Blessed  Mother  and the  Church.”
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The year 2008 was memorable for me, because I was accepted 
by the congregation of the Missionary Oblates of Mary 
Immaculate. I am Brother Eleazar Manuel-Lopez, OMI. I was 
born in 1980 in Tabasco, Mexico.  

I came from a dysfunctional family in which alcoholism and 
domestic violence were the main factors for great instability in 
my home. Because of family problems, and even though I had 
my parents, at four I was sent to live with my grandmother. It 
caused me great emptiness and pain. For a long time I moved 
away from God and the Church because He was presented as 
a severe father, quick to punish anyone who did not obey his 
commandments. I formed an idea of a cold, indifferent, distant 
and punishing God like my earthly father. I was vulnerable 
and was easy prey to the seductions of nightclubs, where I 
ended up being a slave to alcohol, drugs and sex. I ended up 
walking without direction or purpose, living an empty life 
and without illusions, with a sick and fallen spirit. 
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Trained to Kill; Reborn to Love
 FORMER MEXICAN SOLDIER BECOMES AN OBLATE BROTHER

In 2004, I worked for the Mexican Army and experienced 
physical illness and a darkness of spirit resulting from a 
disordered life. At that moment, I just wanted to die, and I did 
not care if it meant taking others’ lives. Within these dramatic 
circumstances in my life, I had the blessing of finding God. I 
remember the impact of the film “The Passion of the Christ” 
and some other stories of saints, which prepared me for what 
would be my personal encounter with the Risen Jesus. 

It was in 2007 that I received the call of God through the 
Oblate brothers. I am a prodigal son; I am one of those whom 
Jesus came to rescue. He said, “Those who are well do not 
need physicians, but the sick do; I did not come to call the 
righteous, but sinners.” (Mark 2:17). The Lord came to me 
and lovingly embraced me. This is the greatest gift that a 
human being can receive. I am now in the last stage of the 
Oblate formation, hoping to share with others that we are all 
sinners, but with His Grace, our wounds are healed and our 
souls saved. For this reason, brothers and sisters, I humbly 
commend myself to your prayers.

by Brother Eleazar Manuel-Lopez, OMI
Reprinted with permission from Today's Catholic



FALL 2018

p/12
—
OST NEWS




