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Nobody goes through life without facing criticism, opposition, misunderstanding, suspicion, and, at some 
point, hatred. 

This is one of the great pains inside family, church and community. Eventually, we are subject to criticism, 
our motives and integrity questioned, and we have to live with the bitterness of those judgments, a 
bitterness that can rob us of joy and self-confidence. The real pain, though, is not when these negative 
judgments come from outside, when the big world out there questions our integrity, but when it comes 
from inside, from persons with whom we are meant to share family and faith. 

Experiencing hatred and bitterness is not easy to cope with. How do we not question our own essential 
goodness in the face of criticism and judgment? And how do we sustain ourselves in community and 
resist the urge to walk away in the face of criticism? 

I’ve often wondered how Jesus coped with this, because certainly he had to face it. He moved around Palestine preaching love, joy, 
community and vulnerability, even as people called him a blasphemer and hated him enough to kill him. How did he stay joyful in the face 
of this anger? How did he let himself be vulnerable when others were attacking him? How did he continue to be self-confident in his mission 
when he was accused of being hypocritical and self-deluded? 

By always taking his identity from God and not from himself or from the opinions others had of him. 

As Jesus moved about doing his mission, he met every kind of reaction: Sometimes the crowds loved him and tried to make him king; other 
times the same people hollered for his head, “Crucify him!” He was both loved and hated, and always there were some who stood, sincerely, 
no doubt, in bitter opposition, and accused him of being an egoist and blasphemer. 

What’s important is that Jesus never took his identity from these reactions, good or bad, feeling confident when the crowds supported him and 
insecure when he faced opposition. He took his truth and identity from elsewhere. Where? 

“I do the will of my father.” His identity, his truth, his courage to act and his joy were all rooted in something beyond the affirmations or 
criticisms of the moment, beyond public opinion, beyond the judgment of those who hated him. 

Looking at Jesus, we see that, in the face of criticism and hatred, his key questions weren’t, “Can I live with this criticism? Do I let another’s 
negative judgment intimidate me from the truth and mission I feel called to? Do I let someone’s hatred of me destroy my energy and joy?” 

Looking at Jesus, we see that the key questions were, “Can I live with myself? Can I be centered and patient enough to let God, history and 
truth be my judge? Can I be sensitive to how I’m seen and judged by others, even as I take my identity from a reality deeper than public 
opinion and the view of those who dislike me? Can I, by casting my eyes more towards heaven, continue to sustain myself in energy and joy, 
even in the face of bitterness and hatred?” 

Jesus shows us the way here, albeit it’s far from an easy one. This gate, too, is narrow. It’s not easy to not be intimidated from doing what 
we are called to do because we experience opposition. There will always be opposition, not just because darkness perennially resists light, 
but because it’s impossible to live for any length of time inside of any kind of closeness, family or community without irritating and hurting 
each other. We have different personalities, different histories, different perspectives, and we all arrive on the scene carrying wounds from 
elsewhere. Community isn’t automatic or easy, but we must not let our truth and our joy die in the face of opposition. 

Though a caution needs to be raised, there’s always a danger of self-delusion when we discern our truth. In the face of criticism, opposition 
and hatred, we should always seek spiritual direction from the wise and the good. Wisdom and goodness are the real principles of 
discernment. Hence, go to those within the community who are wise and go to those within the community who are good. Ask them how they 
see you and how they see those particular actions of yours that are upsetting your critics. And know and accept that always there will be 
criticism, anger and sometimes hatred. Jesus experienced this, and in the end it killed him. He warned that for us, it will be no different. Hell 
will always try to blackmail heaven, but it’s to be resisted.
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Oblate School of Theology awarded four doctoral degrees, 16 master’s 
degrees and 10 Certificates of Advanced Studies for Presbyteral 
Ministry at its 115th Commencement ceremony May 4 in the Immaculate 
Conception Memorial Chapel. The School also conferred two honorary 
doctorates.

Fr. Joseph Michael Krafft, Fr. James Marcus McFadin, Fr. Germán Peréz 
and Susan Clark Veters received the Doctor of Ministry degree. 
Seminarians Michael Patrick English, Andres Hernandez, Johnson 
Le, Victorino Loresca, Felix Bwalya Nyambe, Reginald Anthony Utolo 
Odima, Freddy Martín Pérez Martínez, Victor Manuel Patricio-Silva, 
OMI, Sean Stilson and Joshua T. Warshak, OSST, were awarded the 
Master of Divinity degree and the Certificate of Advanced Studies for 
Presbyteral Ministry.

Mary Catherine O’Brien Cook, Lemelle King-Smith Taylor, Martin P. 
O’Connor and Christy Wright were awarded the Master of Arts in Pastoral 
Ministry. O’Brien-Cook also received the School’s first-ever Monsignor 
Thomas Murphy Award as the Sophia Community Program graduate 
with the highest grade-point average. Msgr. Murphy, an Irish-born priest, 
was pastor of several parishes in San Antonio. He lived simply and left a 
bequest to OST to be used for the formation of women for ministry. Msgr. 
Murphy died in January 2017. 

Isaura Barrera and Mary Crockett were awarded the Master of Arts 
(Spirituality).

Rev. Dr. Daniel O. Aleshire, former Executive Director of the Association 
of Theological Schools, was awarded an honorary Doctorate of Humane 
Letters for his pastoral vision in helping Christian theological institutions 
to raise their standards.

Joan M. Cheever, a journalist and attorney, was awarded an honorary 
Doctorate of Pastoral Leadership for her activist stance in providing hot 
meals to the homeless, and even going so far as to fight the City of San 
Antonio’s ordinance against feeding homeless persons as a threat to her 
religious freedom and her right to express her beliefs publicly.

Dr. Aleshire, in his Commencement Address, spoke of “getting dressed 
for ministry, citing Jesus’ admonition to his disciples not to take a bag or 
extra tunics or sandals with them and the use of Jesus’ clothing to mock 
him during his trial.
 
“These texts were not written as advice about clothes; they are statements 
about service and sacrifice,” he said. He noted that the academic gowns 

worn by both faculty and graduates don’t speak of discipleship or service 
but still might provide some clue about the clothes that ministry requires.
 
He was wearing the tam that his father-in-law had worn for 50 years as 
president and later chancellor of what is now Belmont University. He wore 
it “to remind us all of a fundamentally important lesson: the centrality of 
gratitude in Christian life, and especially in Christian ministry.”
 
A woman who worked at the college provided money for him to remain 
when his own money ran out. “For the rest of his life, he wrote her 
thank-you letters as he completed his education and became a college 
president, and at other times,” he explained.

He said gratitude is due to all who helped students pursue their studies 
– spouses, parents, children, friends, priests, women religious and 
lay ecclesial ministers who have contributed to their faith and their 
achievement.
 
“We are not responsible for the most precious things we will say or 
the most meaningful things we will do. You haven’t written the Gospel 
you’re called to serve and you won’t offer a prayer that you can answer. 
Successes in ministry are never achieved apart from the work of God 
and God’s people. If you’ve learned all there is to know about the Bible 
and theology, if you know the sacred witness of every saint of the Roman 
Catholic Church…if you’ve actually read every book you were assigned 
in your courses but have not learned gratitude, ministry will be wounded,” 
he reminded graduates.

He noted a ceremony at Bangor Theological Seminary’s final 
Commencement in which the president and faculty members removed 
their academic robes and were given prayer shawls knitted by church 
members who had prayed for them. Then he asked rhetorically, “Could 
these hoods – the ones you’re wearing as symbols of academic 
achievement – be transformed into garments for prayer?”

Dr. Aleshire urged listeners to “weave gratitude into a seamless cloth 
and wear it like a covering on your head. Gratitude will soften hurt, 
strengthen effort and sustain energy. Clothe your ministry in prayer. Pray 
often the way Jesus taught us to pray. Pray for the world God wants, for 
the life people need, for the hope that binds one day to the next. Pray like 
you mean it; pray like the world depends on it.”

OST Celebrates 115th Commencement Ceremony
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STUDENTS
August Higgins taught the Theology of Church and 
Ministry summer course for the OST Sophia pro-
gram. He was a Bridwell Library Research Fellow at 
SMU’s Perkins School of Theology, in Dallas for two 
weeks and has submitted an article, “The Aesthetic 
Foundations of Religious Experience in the Writings 
of Jonathan Edwards and Ralph Waldo Emerson” for 
publication in the American Journal of Theology and 
Philosophy.

ALUMNI  
Father Charles Phukuta, CICM, MDiv, ’99, was 
recently elected Superior General of the Congregation 
of the Immaculate Heart of Mary (the Missionhurst 
congregation). Born in the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo, Father Phukuta, 51, professed his first vows in  
1990, came to the United States in 1993 and was 
ordained to the priesthood on May 8, 1999, by Bishop 

Oblate School of Theology’s Instituto de Formación Pastoral/Pastoral 
Formation Institute graduated 23 students, while its Lay Ministry Institute 
graduated 16, and its ACTS Spiritual Companion Formation Program 
presented certificates of completion to 25 on May 5. Certificates of 
completion of the two-year programs were conferred in the School’s 
Immaculate Conception Memorial Chapel.

Graduates of the Instituto de Formación Pastoral included Iliana Ayon, 
Dora Contreras, Jose Luis De La Torre, Silvia De La Torre, Vicente C. 
Esquivel, Rossana Fernandez, Julie Flores, Laura Rosa Halvorson (in 
absentia), Trevor Jason Halvorson (in absentia), J. Osualdo Martinez 
and Dianne McCutchen.

The graduates also included Martha Cecilia Moran, Nenita Marie Pena, 
Evangelina A. Perez, Gabriel Ramirez, José Jesus Ramirez, Monica 
Patricia Roel-Gamez, Sergio Roel-Moya, Martin Sanchez, Fabiola 
Tamayo, Aurelia Vargas, Alejandro Vicente and Thomas R. Zapata.

Lay Ministry Institute graduates were Bruce Birt, Cynthia Castillo, John 

Farrell, Rafael H. Flores, Esther C. Gomez-Wilkson, Deborah Ann 
Landry, Patrick Delino Landry, Elvira Eloise Leal, Jason Martinez, Ana 
Eugenia McBride, Mary Mensch (in absentia), Gloria Delia Moser, Peter 
Marshall Moser, Brenda Lee Nally, James Joseph Nally Jr. and Richard 
Thatcher.

The graduates of the ACTS Spiritual Companion Formation Program 
were David Aguilar, Marco Aldaz, Lorraine A. Bedingfield, Anna G. Brent, 
Elizabeth Chacon, Maureen De La Rosa, Rachael Lynn Diaz, Norma R. 
Flores, Teresa P. Garcia, Romana P. Grijalva, Jay Gutierrez, Michael 
Hannasch (in absentia), Daniel E. Kasprowicz, Jr., Lee Ann Little, 
Brenda Martinez, Richard L. Martini, Patricia P. Medina, Chad Mills (in 
absentia), Lisa M. Salinas, Michael A. Sartori, Sheila Ann Sartori, Julia V. 
Truax (in absentia), Diana A. Vargyas, Gloria Ann Villanueva and Josias 
Owen Villarreal.

Dr. Rodolfo Luna, Assistant Professor of Scripture, gave the graduation 
address.

Shane Claiborne gave three major keynote addresses at Oblate 
School of Theology’s 2018 Summer Institute, June 18-20 at the Whitley 
Theological Center on the OST Campus.

Claiborne is an Evangelical Christian activist, author and leading figure 
in the New Monasticism Movement, as well as a founding member of the 
intentional community, The Simple Way, in Philadelphia. 

All three of his addresses were given on the institute’s third day, June 20. 
The first, “The Irresistible Revolution,” at 9:15 a.m.; the second, “Another 
Way of Doing Life,” at 1:30 p.m. The third, “The Scandal of Grace,” at 
7 p.m.

Claiborne has written about how the 10 weeks he spent working with 
St. Teresa of Calcutta impacted his life. It made him realize the need 
to support a consistent ethic of life and to protect all human life from 
conception until natural death. He spent three weeks in Baghdad with 
the Iraq Peace Team, a project of Voices in the Wilderness and Christian 
Peacemaker Teams. In 2016, he released a book entitled Executing 
Grace: How the Death Penalty Killed Jesus and Why It’s Killing Us 
(Harper Collins).

Other keynote addresses were given by Robert Ellsberg at 7 p.m. June 
18; Sister Sue Moesteller, “The Inner Passage to Downward Mobility,” 
at 9:15 a.m. June 19; David Haas, “Rejoice and Be Glad: The Grace 
of God is All We Need” at 1:30 p.m; and Father Ron Rolheiser, OMI., 
at 7 p.m. June 19. Fr. Louis Lougen, OMI, superior general of the 
Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate, spoke during the afternoon 
of Tuesday, June 19. The Ellsberg, Rolheiser and Lougen lecture titles 
were unavailable at press time.
   
Ellsberg is editor-in-chief and publisher of Orbis Press. Mosteller, a 
member of L’Arche Daybreak Community since 1971, became its 
executive director in 1976. A colleague and close friend of the late Henri 
Nouwen, and upon his death in 1996, literary executor of his estate, 
she gives lectures and retreats all over the world. Haas is a composer 
of contemporary church music. His songs are included in hymnals of 
various Christian denominations. Rolheiser, is among the most popular 
writers on spirituality and writes a syndicated column in nearly 100 
Catholic newspapers worldwide.

Summer institute 2018: Downward Mobility

Certificate Program Graduation
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Oblate School of Theology honored recipients of two honorary doctorates 
and the OST Medal of Honor at its 2018 Honorary Doctorate and Medal 
of Honor Recipients’ Dinner May 3 in the School’s Whitley Theological 
Center.

Joan M. Cheever, who launched the Chow Train and defied city officials 
after she was fined $2,000 in 2015 for serving meals to the homeless, 
received an honorary Doctor of Pastoral Leadership degree. Dr. Daniel 
O. Aleshire, former executive director of the Association of Theological 
Schools (ATS), an international accrediting agency, received a Doctor of 
Humane Letters degree.  

Cheever’s 2006 book Back from the Dead revealed how convicts 
released from death row by a 1972 Supreme Court decision had used 
their freedom. She discovered that most had reformed their lives and 
done well. She also produced a documentary film, Seven Dates with 
Death. 

In 2004, she founded the Chow Train, a 501(c)(3) charity, to prepare 
and serve hot meals to the poor and hungry. “In challenging the city, 
Joan helped all the ministries that serve meals to the homeless,” said 
Catholic Worker House director Dr. Chris Plauché, who introduced her. 
“We thank you, not only for keeping your eyes open but for responding 
to the needs you saw as your eyes were opened, and for opening all our 
eyes to the needs of the most marginalized. You are the perfect recipient 
of this honorary doctorate. The Oblate charism is to reach out to the 
marginalized and the poorest of the poor, and that’s exactly what you’ve 
done,” Dr. Plauché added. 

Cheever said her faith and Jesus’ comment, “When I was hungry, you 
gave me to eat; when I was thirsty, you gave me to drink; when I was in 
prison, you visited me …” prompted her to serve people on the street. 
 
“People in San Antonio live on the street for a variety of reasons: mental 
illness; addiction to drugs or alcohol; they’re estranged from their 
families; they have no jobs, no money, and the lack of affordable housing 
in the city makes the situation so much worse,” Cheever continued. “For 
those who have places to stay” – the majority of the Chow Train’s guests 
– “after paying rent, utilities and transportation, there is little left to pay 
for food.” 
    
Residents of San Antonio burned up phone lines at City Hall, went 
on talk radio and Facebook, went down to talk to their city council 

OST Confers Honorary Doctorates on Joan Cheever and Dan Aleshire
members and wrote hundreds of letters to the editor. “They had church 
meetings; churches across the city prayed regularly for the Chow Train 
and those we serve; I was told sermons were given in churches of all 
denominations. Their message to City Council was clear – ‘Leave the 
Good Samaritan alone!’” 
 
A Dallas attorney representing Cheever sent the City Attorney’s Office 
a copy of a lawsuit which was about to be filed. Within 15 minutes, she 
said, the city dropped the fine and cancelled her trial.
 
“The Good Samaritan is not a criminal, and neither are those men and 
women we serve. They are poor and hungry, and poverty is not a crime,” 
Cheever commented. Nine months were spent in dialogue with the city 
and other stakeholders, which led to passage of a new city ordinance on 
charitable feeding. “It’s a law that protects the hundreds and thousands 
of Good Samaritans in this city who do what the Chow Train does, but 
every day,” she said.  “Little acts of kindness are happening all over this 
city, and that’s why I am accepting this Honorary Doctorate in Pastoral 
Leadership on behalf of the thousands of Good Samaritans in our city 
who take care of so many who need a little bit of help.”
 
In lauding OST’s other Honorary Doctorate recipient, Dr. Scott Woodward, 
the School’s Vice President for Academic Affairs and Dean, said that Dr. 
Aleshire “has a heart for theological education. Absolutely nobody else 
in the world understands the issues and concerns, joys and hopes of 
theological education like Dan Aleshire. He can quote statistics on how 
much debt each ATS school owes, how much debt each student owes, 
how much debt each student graduates with and how many students 
attend ATS schools.” More important, he continued, Dr. Aleshire can 
interpret the meaning of those statistics in ways that reflect his grasp of 
tasks that face theological education. 
 
“I don’t know many Christian organizations that serve so many traditions 
under one umbrella in which diverse people see an opportunity to work 
together for the Gospel. Dan has been at the center of a quickly changing 
accreditation world, and his work to revise ATS standards is a reflection 
of that,” Dr. Woodward commented.
 
He added that Dr. Aleshire understands theological education as a 
peer process whose aim is to lift the quality across the board. ‘“We’re 
here to assist’ was the line we often heard from people at ATS. There’s 
something of the Gospel in this – that the strong should lift the weak, that 
one should encourage rather than threaten,” Dr. Woodward said.
 
He recalled the ATS director was moved to tears at an ATS meeting 
when an unnamed Catholic institution announced it would offer a Mass 
for him and his recently deceased mother. He’d never expected such an 
honor for someone who was not Catholic, or who was “other.”
 
But not only was Dr. Aleshire not “other”; the Christian Gospel does 
not allow for treating people as “other,” Dr. Woodward said. “Nobody is 
‘other’; we’re just one – and we’ve chosen to be that way, not because 
we seek the softest points of connectivity but because we’re willing, as 
ministers, theological educators and theologians, to work over those 
points that are most difficult in the Christian world,” including racism, 
sexism, denominationalism and financial issues. “Dr. Aleshire led us 
through those discussions and provided the structure through which 
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Oblate School of Theology honored Sister Charlene Wedelich and 
Father Larry Christian for their years of outstanding ministry and grossed 
more than $70,000 at its annual Spring Gala April 18 at the school’s 
Whitley Theological Center.

Fr. Ron Rolheiser, OMI, president of Oblate School of Theology, 
presented each honoree a statue of the Oblate Madonna depicting the 
Blessed Mother with a crown of gold stars.
  
Sisters Jane Ann Slater, CDP, chancellor of the Archdiocese of San 
Antonio, and Ramona Bezner, CDP, collaborated in a humorous rendition 
of Sister Charlene’s years with the Sisters of Divine Providence. J. 
Michael Belz, president of Catholic Life Insurance, and Fr. Roger Keeler, 
assistant professor of canon law at OST, did the same for Fr. Christian. 

Veronica and Ruben Escobedo co-chaired the gala. Mike Davis, vice 
president for institutional advancement at Assumption Seminary, was 
emcee.

Sr. Charlene has held significant titles both locally and nationally. She 
was superior general of the Sisters of Divine Providence and assisted 
Monsignor Lawrence Stuebben in planning and coordinating Pope St. 
John Paul II’s historic Sept. 13, 1987, pastoral visit to San Antonio, the 
largest event ever hosted in the city. The Holy See awarded her the Pro 
Ecclesia et Pontifice Award, and the University of St.Thomas in Houston 
honored her as a Distinguished Alumna. A member of the San Antonio 
Women’s Hall of Fame for civic leadership, she served on Oblate School 
of Theology’s board of trustees for 22 years as well.

Father Christian, vicar general of the Archdiocese of San Antonio and 
pastor of St. Ann’s Parish, was ordained a Claretian missionary in 
1983 and served in various leadership posts with the congregation.  
Incardinated in the Archdiocese of San Antonio in 1998, he was vice 
rector and later rector of Assumption Seminary and guided the building 
of the Flores Hall, a spacious modern dormitory that opened with a full 
house of 100 seminarians in 2007.  He was pastor of St. Francis of Assisi 
Parish from 2010-16. 

Both honorees thanked the Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate and 
Oblate School of Theology for their long and dedicated service to the 
Texas Catholic Community.
 

those discussions could happen when others did not.”    
 
Dr. Aleshire said he was asked to discuss his work, passions and 
vocation.  As a pastor in New Jersey, he led a congregation that 
partnered with a black congregation in Harlem, witnessing how shared 
communion led to at least some reconciliation. Later, in Minnesota, he 
was part of a research team working on the largest national study of 
ministry and priesthood ever conducted in North America.
 
As a professor at Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, Dr. Aleshire 
taught psychology, denominational ministry and formation for ministry. 
In 1990, he moved to Pittsburgh, Pa., to become associate director for 
accreditation, and in 1998 became executive director, of ATS. His tenure 
there saw accrediting standards redeveloped to fit the broad ecclesial 
communities of the association.
 
“Program emphases focused on developing comprehensive educational 
resources for leaders of ATS schools, supporting the work and leadership 
of women in theological education, addressing in a variety of ways the 
issues of race and ethnicity in theological education, and in theological 
education in the majority world,” Dr. Aleshire explained. 
 
Questions he had thought about and researched found programmatic 
expressions at ATS: For example, How do theological educators learn 
to lead theological schools? He wrote a book titled Earthen Vessels: 
Hopeful Reflections on the Work and Future of Theological Schools. 
 
Having made some 400 presentations on theological education at 
ATS events, Dr. Aleshire confessed that he didn’t know how much his 
listeners learned from him, but he learned a great deal from them. 
 
“One of the great gifts of my work at ATS has been the opportunity to 
work with  a host of theological educators who have been true servants 
of the Gospel and to become friends with friends of God, such as Fr. Pat 
Guidon, Fr. Billy Morell and Fr. Ron Rolheiser,” he commented.
 
He added that listening to struggles and hopes, participating in 
celebrations and troubled discussions, he has received many gifts. He 
spent 30 years at ATS trying to make institutions stronger and more 
effective.
 
“At their best, (institutions) hold values and extend them to one more 
generation. My passion, work and vocation have traveled together for 
many decades. Ministry, academic study and family: It’s been a West 
Texas road, and it’s been the gift of grace for which the only human 
response can be deep gratitude. ‘Tis grace hath brought me safe thus 
far, and grace will lead me home.’”

Spring Gala Honorees
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Oblate School of Theology (OST) awarded its 2018 Medal of Honor to 
Vivian M. Vance during the Honorary Doctorate and Medal of Honor 
Recipients’ Dinner May 3 in the Whitley Theological Center for her 
friendship and generosity to the School.  
 
Mrs. Vance made a generous gift to OST’s Building on Faith Capital 
and Endowment Campaign at a crucial time that enabled the School to 
qualify for another gift. Her gift established the Louis G. Vance Chair in 
Systematic Theology. 
 
Father Ron Rolheiser, OMI, President of OST, said the Medal of Honor 
is parallel to honorary doctorates given each year at Commencement. 
It is awarded for extraordinary service to Oblate School of Theology. 
Mrs. Vance is the fourth recipient of the award, which was inaugurated 
in 2016.
 
When Vivian Vance befriended OST, he said, she brought her husband, 
Louis; her son Paul and his wife, Betty; her daughter, Vanessa; her son 
Jeff and his wife, Michelle; and her grandchildren. Paul Vance, a member 
of OST’s Board of Trustees and a 2010 OST alumnus, is working toward 
a Doctor of Ministry degree at OST.
 
“Tonight, we want to highlight Vivian’s extraordinary support of this 
institution and of the Oblates,” Fr. Rolheiser explained. “First and 
foremost, she’s a mother and grandmother, and that’s what she prides 
herself on most. She also has been involved in a lot of important civic 
work, including the San Antonio Missions and the Catholic Community 
Foundation, as well as research on Type 1 diabetes and development of 
an artificial pancreas which was marketed this past year.”
 
Mrs. Vance received the Christi Fidelis Laici Award from the Archdiocese 
of San Antonio for visibly demonstrating with her life the mission to which 
all Catholics are called by their baptism. “Vivian has done this, and done 
it in an exceptional way,” he commented. 
 
Fr. Rolheiser explained that to operate a mission in theological education 
such as OST, a vision and financial resources are vitally important. On a 
visit to theologian and author Jim Wallis in Washington, D.C., in 1993, he 
found Wallis discouraged since he ran many projects but was constantly 
short of money. He said Wallis asked in exasperation, “What did Jesus 
do for money?” He found the answer in a little-noticed text in Chapter 8 
in the Gospel of Luke, speaking of a group of women who traveled with 
Jesus.

“These women helped support Jesus out of their own need,” the OST 
President pointed out. “We could recast this and say, ‘There were some 
women who came around Oblate School of Theology, and among them 
was Vivian, the wife of Louis, who helped to support the School.’ Vivian 
has very generously supplied resources for the School, and that means 
that she’s really one of the women who helped support Jesus, because 
in our own way, our mission tries to incarnate that,” he said.
 
In 2008, OST launched the Building on Faith campaign. “We set out 
on an ambitious and rather naive campaign to raise $30 million – $15 
million for buildings and $15 million for endowments. It was the biggest 
reach the School had ever done, and was rather grandiose. In the end, 
it was successful, but there was a very critical period in the campaign 
when, without Vivian, I don’t think we would have made it. We were 
over-optimistic. The year 2008 was the year of the economic collapse, 
but we were in a hurry and began to build this building when we had only 
about $2 million in ready cash. Bills were coming in at around $250,000 
a month,” Fr. Rolheiser recalled.
 
He said that OST Trustee Loyd Whitley put School officials in touch 
with a foundation, which agreed to give $1 million the following year if 
OST could raise $2 million in the meantime. “We beat the bushes and 
everything else, but eight months later, we weren’t even halfway there, 
and the meter was still running. I was having many sleepless nights and  
dreaming of a half-built building.”
 
He drew chuckles when he compared his dilemma with the Scriptural 
passage in which Jesus spoke of a man building a house, carefully 
calculating whether he had enough stones to build it. He said he visited 
Mrs. Vance, who simply asked, “How much do you need?” and provided 
it. From that point, the campaign took off. “Thanks to Vivian, among 
others, including the Whitley family, we’re in this magnificent building. 
It’s very much thanks to Vivian.” 
 
However, Fr. Rolheiser explained that Mrs. Vance’s friendship with the 
school goes far beyond financial support. “Vivian always has been very 
involved in our programs and our mission. In fact, to honor her late 
husband, she set up the Louis G. Vance Chair in Systematic Theology. 
Among other things, that chair has helped us to bring some world-
famous scholars to speak from this pulpit – Richard Gaillardetz, Peter 
Phan, Sandra Schneiders and others,” he commented, adding: “Vivian 
also has been a student of theology and spirituality at OST. She doesn’t 
just contribute resources to make things happen; she participates in 
what happens. I don’t know how many times Vivian has been in this 
room participating in theological discussions.”
 
She also is a member of the Oblate Missionary Partnership, through 
which the Oblates work in some 70 countries, serving the poor in various 
parts of the world. The partnership helps with both money and vision, 
helping create the energy to meet the needs of the poor. 
 
“We eat, we pray together, we vision together on supporting Oblate 
missions around the world,” Fr. Rolheiser explained.”These people 
immerse themselves in the Oblate charism. Among other things, they do 
retreats in various places in the world. A few years ago, we had a retreat 
at our motherhouse in Aix-en-Provence, in southern France.”

Vivian Vance Awarded 2018 OST Medal of Honor 
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He added that on May 2, Fr. Lou Studer, OMI, superior of the Oblates’ 
United States Province, presided at the dedication of a new campus 
of five houses across Oblate Drive from OST. The campus, christened 
the Vance Seminary Campus, is a home for Oblate seminarians from 
various countries. Mrs. Vance and her family were very instrumental in 
bringing the new campus about.
 
“One seminarian eloquently thanked Mrs. Vance, her family and other 
donors, looking them in the eyes and saying, ‘I want you to know that 
we are your gifts to the poor. We minister because of your support; 
we minister in your place,’” Fr. Rolheiser added. He said that many 
seminarians and ministers – Catholics and non-Catholics alike – are part 
of OST’s international clientele – from Africa, Asia, Latin America and all 
over the United States. “They are part of your gift to the world. We’re 
very proud of you, and we want to honor you with the highest honor we 
give along with the honorary doctorates – the Oblate School of Theology 
Medal of Honor,” Fr. Rolheiser concluded.
 
Mrs. Vance gratefully accepted the medal, saying, “I thank you for this 
honor – it’s incredible. I just want to say briefly that now, in the autumn 
of my life, I see more clearly that events tinged with grief have been 
invitations for the stretching of my mind and my imagination, for the 
deepening of my faith and for the widening of my understanding. It is for 
these blessings that I’ve been born and that I am so thankful.”

Community News
Cliff Knighten was to speak on “Incarnation, Annihilation, and 
the Formation of the Modern Self in Seventeenth-Century French 
Spirituality” during a conference on early modern mysticism and 
the political, sponsored by the Titus Brandsma Institute, June 13-
14 at Raboud University in Nijmegen, The Netherlands. 
  
Fr. Ron Rolheiser, OMI, has a full schedule of speaking 
engagements in June. On June 1 at St. Joseph’s Theological 
Institute in Cedara, South Africa, during the meeting of the 
Association of Oblate Institutes of Higher Learning he presented 
the annual lecture of the Kusenberger Chair of Oblate Studies. 
His topic was on “The Oblate Charism Today.” He spoke June 
7 at Laity Lodge in Kerrville on “Spirituality and the Seasons 
of Our Lives.” On June 12-14, he was to deliver four lectures 
at Georgetown University on the broad theme of “A Biblical 
Spirituality for Our Time.”  He was to speak June 15 at the King’s 
House Retreat and Renewal Center in Belleville, IL, on  “Living 
with Less Fear in Our Lives: Trusting in a Wise, Prodigal and 
Fully Empathetic God.” 

Fr. Bob Wright, OMI, is to have an article published later this 
year in the Journal of Big Bend Studies. The article is titled The 
People of La Junta in 1750: A Census. La Junta is the river 
junction where Presidio and Ojinaga, Chihuahua, Mexico are 
located today.

Brother Victor Manuel Patricio-Silva, OMI, MDiv ’18, was 
ordained a priest May 18 at OST’s Immaculate Conception 
Chapel.

Michael English, MDiv ’18, Johnson Thanh Le, MDiv ’18, and 
Brother Sean Stilson, BBD, MDiv ’18, were ordained priests 
June 2 at St. Rose of Lima Church in San Antonio.
 
Richard Gutierrez, an MDiv student, was ordained a deacon 
June 2 in Corpus Christi Cathedral in Corpus Christi.  

Reginald Utolo Odima, MDiv ’18, and Freddy Pérez Martínez, 
MDiv, ’18, were to be ordained priests June 9 at Sacred Heart 
Cathedral in San Angelo.

Victorino Loresca, MDiv ’18, was to be ordained a priest June 
28 at St. Patrick Cathedral in El Paso.

Brother Felix Bwalya Nyambe, OMI, MDiv’18, will be ordained 
a priest in Zambia at a date to be determined. 

Sister Misty Garriga, MA(Sp) ’17, professed perpetual vows 
May 12 in Bridge City, Texas, as a member of the Congregation 
of Sisters of Divine Providence.

Jennifer Mattingsley and the OST Chefs won the Basil 
Fest Cooking Contest during the San Antonio Herb Market 
Association’s annual Basil Fest, May 19 at The Pearl Brewery. 
Jenny was among three Celebrity Chefs. Assisting her on the 
Oblate team were Emilia Bajwa, Mathew McStravic and interns 
Allison Ansley, Angela Lopez and Emma Tello. 

Oscar Gutierrez, circulation clerk in the Donald E. 
O’Shaughnessy Library, resigned effective June 1, to seek other 
opportunities.
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The newest dimension of 
Oblate School of Theology’s 
Institute for the Study of 
Contemporary Spirituality – 
Forest Dwelling: Spirituality 
for Our Wisdom Years – will 
welcome its first cohort 
in January 2019 with 
approximately 80 participants 
from a variety of places and 
religious traditions.
 

The core faculty for the two-year program will include Barbara Brown 
Taylor, an Episcopal priest and author who was the main keynote 
speaker for OST’s 2016 Summer Institute; Cliff Knighten, director of the 
School’s Master of Arts (Spirituality) program; Cecilia von Bertrab, MA 
(Sp) ’13, and Co-Director for Formation at St. Peter Upon the Water 
Center for Spiritual Direction and Formation in Ingram; and Father Ron 
Rolheiser, OMI, President of OST.  
 
Curriculum will include An Anthropology and Spirituality of Aging; 
Contemporary Prayer – Its Nature, Function and Practice; The Spiritual 
and Psychological Tasks of Mid-Life; An Anthropology and Spirituality 
of Dying; Spiritual Direction for Our Wisdom Years; The Dark Night of 
the Spirit; Living Our Wisdom in a Secular Age. Mysticism and Social 
Justice; and Spirituality and the More-than-Human World. 
 
Each year will include two five-day gatherings at OST. Gathering dates 
for the first cohort are Jan. 7-11, 2019, and Jan. 6-10, 2020. 
 
This program has grown from the realization that our churches and 
religious institutions today are often better equipped to support people 
in the first half of life than the second. Many people have run up against 
this limitation, said Cliff Knighten, who will direct the program.
 
“This is not necessarily the fault of these institutions,” he explained. 
“Our churches and religious institutions are often struggling valiantly 
just to provide basic religious instruction, pastoral care and community 
services. 
 
“Additionally, as Carl Jung has observed, we can’t live the afternoon 
of our lives in the same way that we lived the morning. The tasks 
and challenges of the later years of life are different from those of the 
preceding years. Many of our religious institutions do not have the time, 
resources or expertise to address these issues in anything close to a 
comprehensive way. As a result, more and more people are seeking 
specialized instruction, formation and guidance for their later years.”
 
Knighten said the inspiration for the Forest Dwelling Program comes 
in part from the Hindu culture in India. Traditionally in Indian culture, 
there were four primary stages of life that occurred sequentially, 
each including specific training.  The student stage lasted roughly 
from puberty into early adulthood. The householder stage normally 
included marriage, raising children, pursuing a trade and social/civic 
obligations. Forest dwelling is the third stage, typically reached when 
the householder became a grandparent. 

Forest Dwelling: Spirituality for Our Wisdom Years 
In the Forest Dwelling stage, he explained, “men and women withdrew 
from their usual responsibilities and went into the deep forest in quest 
of the sacred and to apply oneself intensely to spiritual deepening. This 
was a time for asceticism, meditation and the study of sacred texts. 
Above all, it was a time of reflection on the meaning of life and death. 
The final stage was that of Sannyasa, or renunciation. This stage 
happened quite late in one’s life and reflected total detachment from 
this world to be a visible witness to the transcendence of God.” 

Some will ask why Western culture hasn’t developed something 
tailored to challenges we face in later life. Knighten said, “Part of the 
answer is that contemporary Western culture glamorizes youthful 
beauty and strength and undervalues the gifts and insights of older 
women and men. Consequently, contemporary Western culture 
generally doesn’t appreciate the need to train and develop elders 
– wise and older women and men who can be resources in their 

Help OST Go Green! Switch to 
Receiving OST News Online!

Here at Oblate School of Theology, we 
are doing our part to be good stewards of 
God’s creation. Now you can help! 

Please consider helping OST reduce the 
environmental impact of printing and 
mailing OST News by visiting our website 
to sign up to recieve a digital copy of OST 
News! While you’re there, be sure to sign 
up for our email updates about upcoming 
events, conferences and retreats at OST!

Visit www.ost.edu/subscribe
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Upcoming Events at OST
Sign up for email updates about events and retreats at OST !

Visit www.ost.edu/subscribe
Moving Forward: Gospel & Jazz Concert 
featuring Lemelle Taylor and The Chosen Generation Band
Aug 12, 6:00pm – 8:30pm; WTC

Art and Prayer: Collage and Visio Divina
Tina Karagulian
Thursdays, Sept 6 – Oct 25, 2018; 1:00pm – 3:00pm; Marian Mission Hall

Holy Companions: Spiritual Practices from Celtic Saints
Rev. Mary Earle and Rosalyn F. Collier
Tuesdays, Sept 11 – Oct 30, 2018; 9:30am – 11:30am; Rock House

Bridges to Contemplative Living with Thomas Merton
Rosalyn F. Collier
Tuesdays, Sept 11 – Nov 6, 2018; 1:00pm – 3:00pm; Rock House

Spirituality and Social Justice Institute 2018 
Cesar Chavez: Faith Seeking Justice
Paul F. Chavez; Nancy Piñeda-Madrid, PhD; Rev. Paul T. Barton; Rebecca Flores; Rev. 
Ann Helmke
September 22, 2018; 8am – 6pm; WTC

From Willpower to Grace: Overcoming Addiction, Obsession, and Resentment
Rev. Ron Rolheiser, OMI
Wednesdays, Sept 26 – Oct 10, 2018; 7 - 9pm; WTC

GRATIS – Escobedo Conferencia 2018
Fernando Segovia, PhD
October 11, 2018; WTC

Mysticism and Contemporary Life: A Conference in Honor of Bernard McGinn
David Tracy; Sandra Schneiders; Philip Sheldrake
Oct 12 – 13, 2018; WTC

Amor que Sana: Espiritualidad y Psicología
Antonio Ramirez de Leon, PhD, LPC-S, DMin
Los miércoles, del 17 de octubre al 7 de noviembre de 2018

FREE – Louis G. Vance Lecture 2018
Faith for Life: Reflections of a Practical Theologian
Thomas Groome, PhD
October 18, 2018; WTC

36th Annual 285 Benefit
Oct. 20, 2018; WTC

FREE – Science and Religion Lecture
Inside Our Awakening Universe: What’s Really Going On?
John Haught, PhD
November 8, 2018; WTC

The Four Consents: A Journey into the Fullness of Life
Mary Ann Best
November 17, 2018; Tymen Hall

Interfaith Food Festival
Nov. 18, 2018; WTC

Advent 2018: Ignatian Twilight Retreat
Jan Davis, Renata Furst, PhD; Mary Wilder, DMin
Dec 10 – 12, 2018; 6pm – 9pm; ORC, Conf. Room 1

Adviento 2018: Retiro Ignaciano
Ana Frietze, MAPM; Renata Furst, PhD; Lupe Roy, RN
10 – 12 de dic de 2018; 6 – 9pm; ORC, Sala San José

communities. This is different from Eastern cultures and religious 
traditions where older people tend to be revered for their wisdom and 
experience. This difference in Eastern and Western societies is one of 
the reasons we are drawing on the insights of the East to help develop 
the Forest Dwelling Program.”
 
Another part of the answer, Knighten continued, is that death is 
generally a taboo subject in contemporary Western societies. “This is 
connected to our glamorization of youth and to our fears and anxieties 
about death. 
 
“We don’t like to think or talk about our own death or the deaths of our 
loved ones. The result of this is that we do not have broadly available 
cultural resources to prepare people for the most momentous challenge 
we all face in later life – our own death.
  
Father Ron Rolheiser, OMI, President of Oblate School of Theology, 
wrote recently in these pages that our task in the third stage of our lives 
is, in the words of the late Henri Nouwen,  “to live so that my death can 
be my last great gift.” But what does this mean?

The quotation is from Nouwen’s book Our Greatest Gift. As a pastor 
trained in psychology and in touch with his own fears and anxieties 
about death, Nouwen had thought a great deal on the various ways 
people seek to ignore the reality of their own death and the deaths 
of those they loved and cared for. He asked two questions: Are we 
preparing for our own death, or are we ignoring death by keeping 
busy? And Are we helping each other to die? 
  
It may sound morbid to ask these questions, but Henri Nouwen was 
aware that by reflecting openly and honestly on these questions, 
we can begin to experience a new quality of life now. We can live 
wholeheartedly and mindfully so that when our actual moment of death 
comes, we will have fewer regrets and unfinished business with our 
friends and loved ones. We can also live in a way that is generative for 
ourselves and others. Our later years offer the profound opportunity to 
take risks and to nurture those who will remain when we are gone. Of 
course, Henri realized that to do this, we must come to terms with the 
fears regarding aging, diminishment and death that too often guide our 
lives from day to day. 
 
Knighten said that people are expressing interest in this program for 
a variety of reasons.  “Some are approaching retirement, or are newly 
retired and want to discern how best to use their time to serve and 
contribute in new ways,” he said.
 
“Some are aware, without using this exact language, of what the late 
Kathleen Dowling Singh has called the grace in aging – namely, the 
closing of certain outer vistas but also the opening of new or previously 
undeveloped inner vistas that she describes as peaceful and joyful 
and beautiful beyond imagining. Others are simply seeking to be fully 
present to their own aging process so that they can receive its gifts 
and walk with others who are struggling with aging and death. Of 
course, every life is unique, and each person has personal reasons for 
considering the Forest Dwelling Program.”

For more information about Forest Dwelling: Spirituality for Our Wisdom 
Years, visit www.ost.edu/forestdwelling or call (210) 341-1366 EXT 302.

WWW.OST.EDU/EVENTS
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