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When we began our Institute for the Study of Contemporary Spirituality, we envisaged programs at 
various levels, from Continuing Education to doctoral programs. Much of that original dream has 
materialized. Our Continuing Education programs now draw more than 3,000 people each year, our 
master’s program in spirituality now graduates as many students as do our other masters’ programs, and 
today we offer two doctoral degrees in spirituality. 

Now, in response to a felt need within our culture and our churches, we wish to add another dimension to 
our Institute for the Study of Christian Spirituality by offering a program that’s tailored more specifi cally to 
the challenges that we face in the second half of our lives. We believe this program is needed because 
our churches and our theological institutes tend to lack a developed spirituality for this stage of our lives. 
What, more exactly, is this stage of our lives?

In essence, there are three major stages in our lives: First, we struggle to get our lives together. That struggle consumes the years of our 
growing up, of leaving home, and of fi nding our own place in the world. Once that’s done (and it’s no easy accomplishment), we move to the 
next major stage of our lives: the struggle to give our lives away. This is our task for most of our adult years, as we live through those years 
when we are responsible for raising the kids, paying the mortgage and doing the bulk of the work in running society and our churches.  

But there comes a time, in our late middle-years, when most of us aren’t raising the kids or paying the mortgage anymore. They’ve been done. 
We now move to the third stage of our lives. What’s our task then? The task then is to give our deaths away; that is, to make the last years of 
our lives our last great gift to our families, our church and our world. As the great spiritual writer Henri Nouwen put it: There comes a time in 
our lives when the question is no longer “What can I still do to make a contribution?”  Rather, the question becomes, “How can I live now so 
that, when I die, my death will be my last great gift to my family, my church and the world?” 

Our new program is titled Forest Dwelling: Spirituality for our Wisdom Years. It is designed to offer guidance to people entering the third stage 
of their lives, their years of empty nest, of grown children, of welcoming grandkids, of contemplating retirement, of reduced active ministry, 
of living in retirement. It will look at aging as a new way to be generative: What are our later years for? Perhaps, like Abraham and Sarah, 
are we being called to set out in a new way so as to have a different kind of fruitfulness when we’re grey-haired? What should retirement be 
spiritually? How do we prepare ourselves for retirement? And, not least, painful as the question is, how do we prepare for diminishment and 
death? 

In Western culture, both in our anthropologies and our spiritualities, we tend not to posit an intermediate stage between looking at our last 
years and living through those last years. Consequently we fi nd it diffi cult to imagine our later years to be any different from the way we have 
always lived: as active, needed and helping out. However, in some other religious traditions more ancient than Christianity, they do posit an 
intermediate stage between being active and entering into retirement. They call this stage “forest-dwelling,” drawing this concept from the rich 
archetypal image of withdrawing into the deep forest to be mentored by the Elders so as to be initiated into a new stage in life.

This program sets itself under that rich image, Forest-Dwelling, a withdrawing so as to be mentored by Elders, and has as its goal to prepare 
its participants to be generative in new ways during the last years of their lives. It will draw its insights from the deep wells of Christian tradition 
as well as from other religions, secular literature, and contemporary psychology and anthropology. 

This is a two-year program of education and formation that will include two week-long gatherings each year on the campus of Oblate School 
of Theology, directed online study, monthly participation in some small group process, regular spiritual direction, and a regular contemplative 
practice. A certifi cate will be awarded upon the completion of the program. 

Its core faculty will include Barbara Brown Taylor, Cliff Knighten, Cecilia Von Bertrab, and me. 

We’re excited about this new program, excited about the rich variety of participants it will draw to our school, but excited especially about the 
rich fertile fi eld of spirituality that we will be entering.

For information on the Forest Dwelling program visit www.ost.edu/forestdwelling or contact forestdwelling@ost.edu or 210-341-1366, ext. 320.
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Sankofa Excellence in Education Award
Oblate School of Theology’s Sankofa Institute for African American 
Pastoral Leadership conferred its Excellence in Education Awards for 
Lifelong Dedication to Education in the Black Community on Nettie 
Patricia Hinton, a community activist and  member of Holy Redeemer 
Parish in San Antonio, and the Rev. Dr. Kelly Brown Douglas, Dean of 
the Episcopal Divinity School at Union Theological Seminary in New 
York City.
 
Each award, a small crystal globe symbolizing the Oblate world, was 
presented Jan. 30 at the end of the School’s Tuesday community Mass 
in the Immaculate Conception Memorial Chapel. A luncheon at the 
Oblate Renewal Center followed the awards ceremony.   
 
Andrea Brooks, Hinton’s sister-in-law, noted that Hinton was the first 
black person from San Antonio to earn an undergraduate degree from 
UT Austin. After teaching fifth grade for three years at Abraham Grant 
Elementary School during the era of segregated public schools, she 
became a civil rights activist. She marched with the Rev. Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. and heard him deliver his famous “I Have A Dream” 
speech at the Lincoln Memorial Aug. 28, 1963.
 
Hinton became the first African American woman hired by the U.S. 
Customs Service in Washington, D.C., for an important job. She served 
30 years there, devising a training program for new workers, and in 
1975 became a desk officer for Asia, Africa and the Pacific Basin with 
the customs service. 
 
Since returning to San Antonio in 1993, Hinton has lobbied for better 
housing,  better schools and recognition of the East Side’s history 
and rich cultural heritage. Her grandmother, Isabella Brooks, an 
emancipated slave, walked the Pinto Trail from Fredericksburg to San 
Antonio and later became a home owner in the Saint Paul Square area. 
Presently, Hinton is working for preservation of the Hayes Street Bridge 
and the auditorium of the former Phyllis Wheatley High School. She 
serves on the city’s Martin Luther King Jr. Commission, the Arts and 
Cultural Commission and the Arts Commission. She also reads to the 
blind on OWL Radio and sings with the San Antonio Choral Society.
 
The Sisters of the Holy Spirit and Mary Immaculate at St. Peter Claver 
Academy taught her “who God was and whose I am, and that I was 
made in the image and likeness of God,” Hinton said in accepting the 
award. This knowledge helped her when she experienced segregation, 
as well as when she helped integrate the University of Texas in Austin 
in 1956 and each time she was the first black in any situation.

Top: Nettie Patricia Hinton, flanked by Sr. Addie L. Walker, SSND and 
Fr. Ron Rolheiser, OMI, receives the Excellence in Education Award for 
Lifelong Dedication to Education in the Black Community.

Middle: Andrea Brooks, sister-in-law to Nettie Hinton, delivers an address 
listing Hinton’s lifetime achievements. 

Bottom: Dr. Diana Hayes receives the Excellence in Education Awards 
for Lifelong Dedication to Education in the Black Community on behalf of 
Brown Douglas
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STUDENTS
August Higgins taught the Theology of Church and 
Ministry summer course for the OST Sophia pro-
gram. He was a Bridwell Library Research Fellow at 
SMU’s Perkins School of Theology, in Dallas for two 
weeks and has submitted an article, “The Aesthetic 
Foundations of Religious Experience in the Writings 
of Jonathan Edwards and Ralph Waldo Emerson” for 
publication in the American Journal of Theology and 
Philosophy.

ALUMNI  
Father Charles Phukuta, CICM, MDiv, ’99, was 
recently elected Superior General of the Congregation 
of the Immaculate Heart of Mary (the Missionhurst 
congregation). Born in the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo, Father Phukuta, 51, professed his first vows in  
1990, came to the United States in 1993 and was 
ordained to the priesthood on May 8, 1999, by Bishop 
John J. Fitzpatrick of Brownsville. He studied English 
in Washington, D.C., served a three-year internship 
with parish assignments in the Diocese of Brownsville 
and the Archdiocese of San Antonio and studied at OST 
from 1994-1999. He served in the Brownsville and Ra-
leigh dioceses. Fr Phukuta was secretary general of his 
congregation from 2006 to 2012 when he was chosen 
superior of the United States Province.

Father Anthony G. Maes, MDiv ’86, a priest of the 
Archdiocese of Santa Fe,  N.M., died Sept. 4 in Albu-
querque at age 62. 
 
STAFF
Sister Susan Hazenski, SSCM, is on health leave in 
Pennsylvania at Maria Hall in Danville, Pa.  
 
Sister Theresa O’Toole, SHSp, Assistant Director of 
the Oblate Renewal Center, has retired after more than 
20 years in that position. 
 
Brian Wallace has resumed full-time work, three days 
a week at the Whitley Theological Center and two days 
a week at the Oblate Renewal Center.

OBLATE INSTITUTES
In 2018, the Association of Oblate Institutes of Higher 
Learning will meet in Cedara, South Africa. The Associ-
ation has decided to schedule the annual Kusenberger 
Lecture on Oblate Studies on the last date of this meet-
ing each year. The lecture will be given June 1, 2018.

New OST Mission Statement

Inspired by the charism of the Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate, 
Oblate School of Theology Educates, Forms and Renews Men and Women to 
“preach the Gospel to the most abandoned.”

Oblate School of Theology is proud to announce its Mission Statement, approved by its Board of Trustees at its Fall 2017 meeting: 

“I’ve been blessed,” she commented. “The Lord gave me gifts and talents. My family gave me over-the-top DNA and the opportunity to excel. I’ve 
been fortunate to live during times that have provided opportunities to be an activist in and for my community – not to go to hell, but to be a hell-
raiser on earth.”

Dr. Diana Hayes, professor emerita of systematic theology at Georgetown University, accepted the award on behalf of Brown Douglas, a longtime 
friend, who could not attend. Brown Douglas was among the first African American women ordained to the Episcopal priesthood. 

“She sought to introduce her students at Howard Divinity School to a reality viewed through the hermeneutic lens of an African American woman,” 
Dr. Hayes commented, adding that Brown Douglas’ first book, Sexuality and the Black Church, “caused a firestorm as she took on the issues of 
the Black body and was the first to address issues of homophobia in the black church. Her latest book, Stand Your Ground: Black Bodies and the 
Justice of God, provides a historical and theological foundation for the violent ‘Stand Your Ground’ culture that persists in the United States and 
the challenges it brings to the black community.”

At Goucher College in Baltimore,  Brown Douglas “was eminently successful” in turning lives around and ensuring that many who were seen as 
incapable of graduating did exactly that. She served as an associate pastor at Holy Comforter Episcopal Church in Washington, D.C., for 20 years 
and continues today to serve as canon theologian at Washington National Cathedral, Hayes said.

Today Brown Douglas is plowing new ground as the inaugural Dean of the Episcopal Divinity School, which has merged with Union Theological 
Seminary.

A leader in womanist theology, racial reconciliation and sexuality in the black church, she has been cited as one of the most distinguished religious 
thinkers, teachers, ministers and activists in the nation by Essence magazine. She has inspired many colleagues and students to give back, to 
strive for excellence and to connect their educational aspirations with critical, communal justice issues. 

2018 Montalbano Lecture: Of Pearls and Prodigals
Vanderbilt University Professor Amy-Jill Levine spoke on “Of Pearls and Prodigals: Hearing Jesus’ Parables 
as Jewish Stories” for Oblate School of Theology’s 2018 Montalbano Lecture on March 7, 2018 at the 
Whitley Theological Center. The free public lecture was well received by a crowd of approximately 400 
people.
 
Dr. Levine is University Professor of New Testament and Jewish Studies and Mary Jane Werthan Professor 
of Jewish Studies at Vanderbilt Divinity School and College of Art and Science. Her numerous published 
works address such topics as Christian origins, Jewish-Christian relations, the biblical view of gender and 
sexuality. Her book titles include The Misunderstood Jew: The Church and the Scandal of the Jewish Jesus; 
Short Stories by Jesus: The Enigmatic Parables of a Controversial Rabbi; Who Counts? 100 Sheep, 10 
Coins and 2 Sons (co-authored with Sandy Sasso) and the Jewish Annotated New Testament (co-edited with 
Mark Z. Brettler).
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Oblate School of Theology will honor Sister Charlene Wedelich, CDP, and Father Larry Christian at OST’s 2018 Spring Gala Wednesday, April 18, 
in the Whitley Theological Center, 285 Oblate Drive.  The gala begins with a reception at 6 p.m., followed by dinner at 7 p.m.   

 
Wedelich has served the church as a member of the Congregation of Sisters of Divine Providence more than 62 years. 
Arriving from Kansas City, Mo., she entered the convent in September 1955. She taught elementary and high school 
students in Louisiana and Oklahoma from 1957-67 and helped direct the formation program for young sisters from 
1967-72. She became regional superior in 1972 and the following year was elected superior general, serving  two 
four-year terms. During that time, she was awarded an honorary doctorate of humanities from Our Lady of the Lake 
College, as it was called then. 
 
She has been vice president of the National Catholic Vocation Council, chair of the Our Lady of the Lake College board 

of trustees, a resource person for the U.S. Catholic bishops on vocations, co-vicar and later vicar for religious, for the Archdiocese of San Antonio 
for more than 20 years.

In 1986-87, Wedelich was administrative assistant to Monsignor Lawrence J. Stuebben in the Texas Papal Visit Offi ce which planned and 
managed all aspects of Pope John Paul II’s historic Sept. 13, 1987, pastoral visit to San Antonio, including the open-air Mass in Westover Hills, 
the largest gathering of people at one place and time in the history of the American Southwest. In 1989, she was awarded the Pro Ecclesia et 
Pontifi ce Award by the Holy See, and in 1994, she was named a Distinguished Alumna of the University of St.Thomas in Houston. In 2003, she 
was inducted into the San Antonio Women’s Hall of Fame for civic leadership.

 
 Father Christian, vicar general of the Archdiocese of San Antonio and pastor of St. Ann’s Parish in San Antonio, is 
a Los Angeles native, ordained a priest for the Claretian Missionaries in 1983. He served as prefect of studies and 
superior of Claret House in Berkeley, Calif., prefect of formation for the Claretians’ Western Province, vicar provincial, 
member of the Claretian International Formation Commission and co-author of the Claretians’ General Plan of 
Formation. He has held pastorates in California and Texas. 
 
Incardinated in the Archdiocese of San Antonio in 1998, he was vice rector of Assumption Seminary until 2004 and 
rector from 2004-2010. He successfully guided the building projects for the new Archbishop Patrick Flores Residence 

Hall, which opened in 2007 with a full house of 100 seminarians. In 2010, he became pastor of St. Francis of Assisi Parish on San Antonio’s 
Northwest Side and served until he received his present assignment in 2016.

2018 Spring Gala Honorees

Oblate School of Theology (OST) mourns the March 15 death of Tom Benson, HOMI, a personal friend of many Missionary Oblates of Mary 
Immaculate for more than 50 years and a leading supporter of OST and other Oblate and Catholic causes. Mr. Benson, 90, was born July 12, 
1927, in New Orleans, where he grew up.  He died there after a short illness, his wife, Gayle Benson, HOMI, at his bedside. 

Father Ron Rolheiser, OMI, President of OST, noted at a memorial Mass March 26 in OST’s Immaculate Conception Chapel that “Tom was a 
man who loved what he was doing. That’s why he was so successful; his work, his faith and his play all came together. He was able to do many 
wonderful things because he loved work. God put us here to build up the world. Tom did his share, and he did much more than his share.”  

Fr. Rolheiser added that Mr. Benson’s large celebrations always included Mass. He recalled Mr. Benson’s Jewish lawyer Stanley Rosenberg 
joking that “I’ve been to more Masses than many Roman Catholics.” Mr. Benson’s love for the Oblates was deep. Mr. Benson once showed three 
Oblates the many sports trophies and other keepsakes displayed in his offi ce, saving for last what he valued most – his Oblate cross, given him in 
2004 when he received the title “Honorary Oblate of Mary Immaculate.”

 Years ago, Mr. Benson gave his house on West Kings Highway to the Oblates for their provincial house and for Oblate gatherings.

The Bensons, through their charitable foundation, launched the School’s $30 million Building on Faith Capital and Endowment Campaign in April 
2008 by pledging a $15 million challenge grant to encourage other donors to support the campaign. It was the largest single gift to any Catholic 
theology school in the United States. 

Part of it funded the Father Frank Montalbano Chair in Scripture, the fi rst endowed chair in the School’s history, and the annual Montalbano 
Lecture, now in its 10th year. In 2010, OST awarded Mr. Benson an honorary Doctor of Humane Letters degree. The Most Rev. Michael D. Pfeifer, 
OMI, conferred the Pro Ecclesia et Pontifi ce Medal, the highest papal award for lay men and women, upon the Bensons at a Mass in OST’s 
Immaculate Conception Chapel Feb. 16, 2012. In 2013, OST named its administration building the Gayle and Tom Benson Theological Center. 

OST Mourns Death of Tom Benson
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Oblate School of Theology (OST) is to introduce Dr. Daniel Aleshire and Joan Cheever as its honorary doctorate recipients and Vivian Vance as its 
Medal of Honor recipient May 3 during the Honorary Doctorates and Medal of Honor Recipients’ Dinner.

Dr. Aleshire and Ms. Cheever are to be honored for contributions to the Church and the community. The School normally gives two honorary doc-
torates each year – one to a person who is nationally or internationally recognized for contributions to theology or pastoral ministry, and the other 
to a local person for contributions  to the local Church or to the poor in a way that incarnates the Oblate charism. The honorary degrees are to be 
awarded May 4 during OST’s 2018 Commencement exercise in the Immaculate Conception Memorial Chapel.

Aleshire worked with OST administrators and faculty as assistant director and later executive director of the Pittsburgh-based Association of Theo-
logical Schools (ATS), the School’s accrediting agency. He was associate director from 1990-98 and executive director from 1998-2016. 

Fr. Rolheiser described him as “an outstanding, faith-filled educator who brought God-gifted support to theological colleges and seminaries. He 
gave a face to ATS that’s not always seen in accrediting agencies. He brought a rare combination of professionalism, compassion and heart. Dan 
truly came to help us become a better institution, not simply to create a high-jump bar and say either we made it or we didn’t. We always felt we 
had a special relationship with him.  Dan is an exemplar of what a true mentor should be in theological education. Dan is a mentor who’s become 
a friend.” 

Cheever has been involved in social justice issues since her student years at Southern Methodist University. A wife and the mother of two children, 
she is a graduate of St. Mary’s Law School and had a distinguished career as editor of the National Law Review. She wrote a book on what 
became of inmates freed from death row in 1972 when the U.S. Supreme Court struck down the death penalty. For at least 10 years, Cheever has 
been serving restaurant-quality meals to the homeless and partnered with the Catholic Worker House sharing food with its clients. 

As an Oblate institution, Fr. Rolheiser explained, “OST honors Ms. Cheever because she incarnates in her life the very essence of the Oblate 
charism, which is to reach out to the most abandoned. She spends her own time and resources, defying legalities that tend to penalize the poor. 
She’s like the Good Samaritan who also defied social conventions of his day. Joan reaches out directly to serve the poor.”

Fr. Rolheiser observed that her work requires countless hours of washing dirty dishes, pots and pans and cutting and preparing food. “It’s not 
something that the world notices and recognizes someone for. It incarnates what a classical spirituality calls living the ‘hidden life’ of Christ,” he 
said, adding, “We believe that the Oblates’ founder, St. Eugene de Mazenod, would be deeply inspired by the work Joan is doing.”

The Medal of Honor was instituted in 2016 to recognize a person or couple each year either locally, regionally or nationally for service to OST. Mrs. 
Vance is to be honored for her steadfast support to OST, both financially and otherwise.

“In 2008, we launched an ambitious $30 million capital and endowment campaign, the first fruit of which was $14 million worth of new buildings. At 
a very crucial time, we came to the frightening realization that we didn’t have the resources to finish it. Vivian essentially saved the campaign by 
providing a very generous financial gift that enabled us to receive another large gift,” Fr. Rolheiser said.  

 “Beyond what Vivian did for the School, we honor her for exemplifying what Catholic and Christian philanthropy should be. Her generous giving 
comes along with her prayers, her heart, her friendship and her faith in a way that makes this spiritual and friendship support as valuable as the 
financial gift,” he commented.

Medal of Honor and Honorary Doctorate Recipients

From left to right: Joan Cheever (Photo Credit: Carlos Sanchez, The San Antonio Current), Dr. Daniel Aleshire, Vivian Vance.  
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Most Roman Catholic preachers in the United States believe that 
official Catholic teaching requires them to preach only the lectionary 
texts, and don’t look systematically at the whole of the liturgy as a 
preaching source, a spirituality and liturgy professor told seminarians at 
Oblate School of Theology recently.

Father Edward Foley, OFM Cap., Duns Scotus Professor of 
Spirituality and Ordinary Professor of Liturgy and Music at the Catholic 
Theological Union in Chicago, addressed 85 seminarians Jan. 26 at 
the Oblate Renewal Center. He also spoke to priests and deacons of 
the Archdiocese of San Antonio Jan. 27.

Fr. Foley cited a 2001 article in America magazine saying that 
few Catholic homilies discussed the 9/11 attacks on the weekend 
immediately after the terrorist attacks in New York and Washington, 
D.C., but many Protestant sermons did. 

The article’s author concluded that the reason for so little Catholic 
preaching mentioning the terrorist attacks was Vatican II’s call for 
homilies “expounded from the sacred text” and “it (9/11) wasn’t in the 
lectionary.” He said there is “a lot of earnestness,” in most Catholic 
homilies, but “what’s missing is imagination.”   

He said his point was not that lectionary texts should be ignored, 
but that Catholic teaching does not limit preachers only to lectionary 
texts. “Lectionary texts are exceedingly important, but it seems to me 
that (limiting it to that) is much too narrow. The whole liturgy – with its 
music, rituals, symbols, gestures and engagements – is foundational 
for authentic Catholic preaching,” he declared, adding, “We don’t have 
a method for how one preaches the whole liturgy.”

Fr. Foley noted that Catholics are leaving the Church at an alarming 
rate, especially those under 30. What brings them back is their 
sacramental imagination. Many seldom attend Mass but never fail to 
receive ashes on Ash Wednesday. Many go through the sacraments of 
initiation, but after receiving Confirmation are not seen again until they 
have children and want them to receive the sacraments.

Theological and empirical evidence suggests that Catholics have 
a different imagination than Protestants, the priest explained, and 
Catholic preachers need to preach to the Catholic imagination, he 
explained. “Roman Catholics are not lectionary people; they’re largely 
not Bible people. They don’t bring Bibles to Mass with them. They’re 
much better in popular religiosity. They know more music by Marty 
Haugen than they do the Synoptics,” the priest commented. “When 
people celebrate the novena getting ready for Our Lady of Guadalupe, 
they’re not reading out of Scripture; they’re telling stories.”

Catholics also are comfortable with things of creation in our liturgy. “We 
drag earth, flowers, ashes, oil, beeswax, and palms into church,” he 
pointed out. “We have scapulars relics, statues and holy water.”

 
Fr. Foley said that preachers must deal with the mysteries going on 
in people’s lives –   death, alienation, cancer, birth of a child, falling in 
love, for example. 
 
The U.S. Catholic Bishops’ 1982 document Fulfilled in Your Hearing 

Project in Preaching 

is a good, useful document in many ways, he commented. It says the 
homilist must listen to “the Scripture and the people.” That’s good as a 
necessary prelude, he continued, “but if New York has been bombed 
and you’re living in Manhattan, the first thing you do is read the 
Scriptures? I think I’d read the smoke in the air, the terror in people’s 
eyes, the panic, or the grieving for the 3,000 who were killed.” 
 
This is why the Church ordains people and not robots, the priest said. 
“One of the things you bring the most is your contextual critical thinking. 
You’re being critical judges in this thing in collaboration with your 
communities.” 
 
Fr. Foley was the first speaker in a four-year project designed to 
prepare priest graduates of OST and Assumption Seminary for 
improved preaching that will engage congregations and support their 
efforts to live fuller Christian lives. The project was made possible by 
a donor who wished to remain anonymous but who wished to see 
improvement in Catholic homiletics. It is a cooperative effort of OST, 
Assumption and various religious congregation formation houses in the 
Archdiocese.
 
Fr. Roger Keeler, director of the preaching project at OST, said that 
classes with master homilists will be presented on preaching on such 
topics as the psalms, controversial issues, the second collection, 
justice, preaching with children and youth, preaching to Christmas- 
and Easter-only attendees, preaching at weddings and funerals, 
proclaiming the Gospel and advanced  preaching skills. 
 
On completion of the classes, each student should be able to apply 
exegesis of readings to particular contexts and subjects in preaching, 
address particular subgroups of listeners, address controversial 
issues and apply particular homiletic skills, including body language, 
proclamation and technology. 

Left: Fr. Edward Foley, OFM Cap. Right: Fr. Roger Keeler
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STAFF NEWS
Mario Porter resigned in late November and accepted 
a position at Our Lady of the Lake University as 
graduate student services coordinator.

Brenda Reyna has been appointed Registrar, and 
Noemy Colón-Pagán has joined the OST staff as 
assistant to the Registrar and assistant to the Director 
of Continuing Education.

Stella Trevino, administrative assistant to the Dean, 
retired in December after more than 30 years of service 
to OST. Maricruz Alcauter is the new assistant to the 
Dean.   

STUDENT NEWS
Nathan Garcia, a second-year PhD student, has been 
selected to present his paper “The Case for Christian 
Spirituality in Reframing Gardner’s Theory of Multiple 
Intelligences to Articulate a Spiritual Anthropology” 
during the College Theology Society’s annual 
conference May 31-June 3 at St. Catherine University 
in St. Paul, Minn.

ALUMNI/AE NEWS
Melie McKnight, MAPM ’14, recently received the 
Archdiocese of San Antonio’s Lumen Gentium Award 
for Blessed Sacrament Parish for always being 
available to help with daily Masses, Spanish Masses 
and organizing ministries and ministers.

IN MEMORIAM
Fr. Paul Waldie, OMI, a former student and formator 
of Oblate scholastics at the Sexton House of Studies, 
died Nov. 11, 2017, at Lebh Shomea House of Prayer 
near Sarita, Texas.

James M. Miranda, MA Theol ’06, died Jan. 15 in San 
Antonio at age 86.

Fr. Ronald Walker, OMI, a former student, died Feb. 9 
in San Antonio at age 83. 

Oblate School of Theology (OST) employees were 
recognized for their work and 16 received special 
recognition March 6 for marking five-year service 
milestones during the current fiscal year.  
 
During lunch at the Oblate Renewal Center after the 
Tuesday Community Mass, Father Ron Rolheiser, OMI, 
President of the School, thanked all OST employees for 
their service and praised them for their dedication.  
 
Yolanda Garcia, administrative assistant in the 
Institutional Advancement Department, received a trip to 
Rome to commemorate the 50-year anniversary of her 
becoming a member of the Oblate family.  She began 
working for the Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate 
in November 1967 with the Mary Immaculate League, 
the forerunner of today’s Oblate Missions. Yolanda has 
been a valued member of the OST staff since August 
1999.  
 
Father Stephen Sherwood, professor of Sacred 
Scripture, received an engraved crystal globe for 25 
years of service. Elva Barba, administrative assistant to 
Fr. Ron Rolheiser, OMI, received an award for 20 years 
of service to OST. She began working for the Oblates at 
the OMI Southern Province office in 1980.
 
Sister Laura Gonzalez, SSCJ, associate director of 
the Ministry to Ministers Program; Mary Lou Libby, 
housekeeper at the DeMazenod Residence; Bea Tovar, 
catalogue manager at the Donald E. O’Shaughnessy 
Library; and Virginia Ward, evening receptionist at the 
Whitley Theological Center and chapel coordinator, each
received an award for 15 years of service.
 
Sister Linda Gibler, OP, associate professor of science 
and religion and associate academic dean; Sister Susan 
Hazenski, SSCM, coordinator of sales and marketing 
for  the Oblate Renewal Center and Whitley Theological 
Center; Mat Martin, archivist; J. Michael Parker, director 
of communications; Robin Rodriguez, accountant in the 
business office; and Greg Zuschlag, associate professor 
of systematic theology, each received an engraved 
paperweight for 10 years of service.
  
Emilia Bajwa, cook and catering coordinator; Rose 
Mary Lopez, director of the ACTS Spiritual Companion 
Formation Program; and Sergio Moya, maintenance 
worker, each received a certificate mounted on a plaque 
for five years of service.

OST Employee Recognition

From the top: Yolanda Garcia, Fr. Stephen Sherwood, Elva 
Barba, Sr. Laura Gonzalez, Mary Lou Libby, Beatrice Tovar, 
Virginia Ward, Sr. Linda Gibler, Sr. Susan Hazenski, Mathew 
Martin, J. Michael Parker, Robin Rodriguez, Greg Zuschlag, 
Emilia Bajwa, Rose Mary Lopez, Sergio Moya.



8 OST

Bonnie Abadie spoke on “Reliable and Dependable in the Name of Jesus: Spirituality for Volunteers in the Ministry of 
Catechesis” at the 30th annual Catholic Conference for people in ministry in the Diocese of Victoria at Holy Family Par-
ish in Wharton. She is to be honored April 14 as a Distinguished Alumna for Service in the Community and Education at 
Providence Catholic School’s Spring Gala. She is to give a retreat for diocesan directors and coordinators of religious 
education May 8 at St. Margaret’s Parish in San Angelo.  

Renata Furst delivered a four-part Scripture lecture series in Spanish titled “La Biblia, Espiritualidad y Dirección 
Espiritual: Atendiendo a la Palabra de Dios en Nuestra Oración” in November 2017 at the Oblate Renewal Center (ORC). 
She also taught two Advent-themed Ignatian Twilight Retreats in December at the ORC:  “Wonder and Witness: an 
Ignatian Spiritual Twilight Retreat” and “Dios la hecho maravillas en mi: Retiro Ignaciano.” Her team has been facilitating 
one Ignatian Twilight Retreat each semester for several years. This was the first time the team hosted two simultaneously. 

Sr. Linda Gibler, OP, spoke to two groups of people in ministry on “Care of God’s Creation: Creation as Divine” on Jan. 
27 during the 30th anniversary conference of the Diocese of Victoria at Holy Family Church in Wharton.

Sally Gomez-Jung, who retired in June 2017, has been awarded emerita status by unanimous vote of the OST Board of 
Trustees. 

Fr. Ken Hannon, OMI, preached the parish Lenten retreat at St. James Parish in Seguin and was a presenter at a Lenten 
lecture series at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish in San Antonio, both in February.

Fr. Roger Keeler gave a three-part retreat, “Meeting Jesus in the Great Days of Holy Week,” at St. Mark the Evangelist 
Parish in February. It consisted of “Holy Thursday: Encountering the Lord in Service,” “Good Friday: Encountering the 
Lord in Suffering,” and “Easter Sunday: Encountering the Lord Beyond Joy.”  

Fr. John J. Markey, OP, presented a one-day session titled “Becoming Beautiful: Imitating Christ through Personal and 
Socio-Political Transformation” at the Religious Life Conference for Mission Institute Jan. 7 at the Oblate Renewal Center.

Fr. Ron Rolheiser, OMI, delivered the keynote address at Yale University’s symposium on Henri Nouwen and Thomas 
Merton Nov. 4, 2017. He also presented Study Days for the priests of the Archdiocese of Edmonton, Alberta, and the 
McCaffery Lectures at Newman Theological College Nov. 7-10 in Edmonton. His latest book, Bruised and Wounded: 
Struggling to Understand Suicide, was released by Paraclete Press in January.  

Fr. Stephen Sherwood taught a class on Johannine Literature to deacon candidates and their wives for the Diocese of 
Lubbock in October.   

Fr. Brian Silva, OMI, will speak at the annual supervision workshop for spiritual directors, “Cultivating the Holy,” May 25 
and 26 at the Whitley Theological Center.   

Fr. Bob Wright, OMI, presented an Advent Retreat Day Dec. 15, 2017, for the Diocese of Laredo.

.

Faculty News
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