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Mega-Trends in Church
& Society

John Allen, Jr., senior correspondent for the National
== Catholic Reporter, has put together a list of changes or
fAimegaends. O He states,

By Omegad, 6 | mean a deep
and | i fe at the wuniversal I
' lie beneath the fault lines and upheavals of the present. |
mind not single issues, but currents of history which cause some issues t
importance and others to fall. A m&gad, by the way, does not have to be sig
cally Catholic, but rather something that affects
Catholicism in a significant way. o0

John Allen, Jr. is a popular lecturer and author, and is also the Cable
News Networkoéds senior Vatican anal
sent and discuss his observations about these ten trends.

Canadian sociologist Dr. Reginald Bibby, PhD , has been
following important changes in society and religion for
over thirty years. In his recent book, The Boomer Fac-
tor, he identifies important changes and trends including:

The pervasiveness of diversity
The decline of community

The rise in the desire for input
The basis for decision -making
The new sense of time

The information explosion

Dr. Bibby is well-known in Canada and holds the Board of Governors Re-
search Chair in the Department of Sociology at the University of Lethbridge,
Alberta. Knowledgeable about trends outside of Canada, he has presented
his findings not only in Canada but also in Europe and the United States. Dr.
Bi bbydos work has |l ed him to expose

- what people want - conventional family aspirations
- decreasing civility - the decline of religion.

At the Summer Institute Dr. Bibby will share his insights into the changes he
has tracked for over three decades.







